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PHILIPPIANS iii. 10.1 


That 1 may know him, and the power of his re- 


ſurrection, and the fellowſhip of his ſu Heringe, | 
being made conformable unto his death, 


HE Apoſtle Paul, in the context, warns 
the Philippians, to guard againſt the in- 
fluence of ſuch deceivers, as endeavoured to 
diſturb the peace of the church, by a furious 
zeal for Jewiſh obſervances. In oppoſition _ 
to all ſuch reliances, he exhorts them to place 
the whole of their dependence, upon the 
grace of God revealed in the goſpel of Chriſt. 
He aſſures them, that he himſelf had done 
ſo ; though he had more cauſe to boaſt with 
regard to Jewiſh privileges, than moſt of 
them who valued themſelves ſo highly upon 
ſuch advantages. F any other man thinketh, 
ſays the Apoſtle, that he hath whereof be might 
_ truſt in the fleſh, I more: circumciſed the eighth 
day, of the ſtock of Iſrael, of the tribe of Benjamin, 
an Hebrew of the Hebrews ; as touching the law, 
a Phariſee ; concerning Seal, perſecuting the 
church; touching the righteouſneſs which 1s in the 
law, blameleſs. But what things were gain to 
me, thoſe I counted los for Chriſt, Then — 
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the eighth verſe, to the firſt clauſe of which 


we are to trace the connection of the tenth 


verſe. The ſyntax in the original language, 
leads us back to it for the connection. And 


to place the connection there, we apprehend, 


is perfectly agreeable to the Apoſtle's mean- 
ing. Yea doubtleſs, and I count all things but 
loſs, for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt 
Feſus my Lord. The tenth verſe follows by 
a natural connection : for the excellency of 
this knowledge is, that I may know bim, and 
the power of his reſurrefion, and the fellowſhip of 
his ſufferings, being made conformable unto his 
death. The intermediate phraſes therefore 
are inſerted by way of parentheſis ; and ſince 
the inſertion 1s ſhort, do not greatly embar- 
raſs the meaning. For the Apoſtle, in the 
parentheſis, mentions, that he had ſuffered the 
lofs of all other things, and held them worth- 
leſs, that he might win Chrift, and be found in 
him, not having his own righteouſneſs which it of 
the law, but that which is through the faith of 
Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of God by faith X. 
Having added ſuch expreſſions, as might ſeem 
to imply, that he had dropped the idea ex- 
preſſed in the firſt clauſe of the eighth verſe, 
he reſumes the illuſtration of the ſame idea 
in the tenth verſe. He enumerates there by 
gradation or climax, the ſeveral particulars 
of that knowledge, for the excellency of which 
he eſteems all other things but lofs F ; and 1o 
exhibits a complete portrait of the great ob- 

." yect 


Second part of 8th, and throughout gth verſe. 
7 Firſt clauſe of 8th verſe. 


1 
ject of his choice; That I may know bim, and 


the power of his reſurrettion, and the fellowſhip 
of his ſufferings, being made conformable unto his 
dealb. 

In explaining and opening up the diffe- 
rent particulars ſuggeſted from the words of 
the text, we are led to take under our view 
the nature of Chriſtianity, and to ſtate its 
moral or practical tendency. 

The text contains three ſeveral ſources of 
gain, in compariſon of which the true Chri- 
ſtian eſteems all other reliances, privileges, 
and attainments, but /ofs. . 


I. The firſt and moſt general ſource of 
gain, which the true Chriſtian prefers to any 


worldly advantage whatever, 1s, that he may 
know Chriſt. 


II. The ſecond ſource of ſuch gain, is, that 
he may know the power of Chriſt's reſurrec- 


tion. 
III. The third and laft ſource, is, that he 


may know the fellowſhip of Chrift's fo ufferings, 
being made conformable unto his death. 


I. The firſt and moſt general ſource of 
gain, which the true Chriſtian prefers to any 
worldly advantage whatever, 1s, that he ma 
know Chriſt. Yea doublleſs, fays the Apoſtle, 
and I count all things but Iofs, for the excellency 


of the knowledge of Chriſt Feſus my Lord, that 1 


may know him. 
To know, has different ſignifications in Scrip- 
ture, It denotes ſometunes bare ſpeculative 
knowledge. 


616 ] 
knowledge. In this ſenſe, a tenſe of the 
ſame verb 1s employed by the Evangeliſt 
Luke. That ſervant, Jeſus is recorded by him 
to have ſaid, who knew his Lord's will, and 
prepared not himſelf, neither aid according to his 
zoill, ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes. For the 
moſt part, however, it is to be taken with 
greater latitude. In the text, the phraſe, 
that I may know him, has a peculiar force or 
emphaſis. It expreſſes not a ſpeculative 
knowledge of Chriſt, but that knowledge of 
him which his true votaries really feel and 
experience. This knowledge implies the 
experience or conſciouſneſs of that influence, 
which the word of our Lord's kingdom produ- 
ces upon a good and honeſt heart, enlightened 
and purified by God's Spirit, for bringing 


forth the fruits of wiſdom and righteouſneſs. 


It includes the experience or conſciouſneſs 
of that influence, which the objects exhibit- 
ed to our view 1n the Chriſtian ſcheme, have 
through the application of divine grace up- 
on our minds, hearts and lives. It involves 
an intimate conſideration, feeling, and expe- 
rience of that ſalvation, whereof Chriſt became 
the Author unto oll them that obey him. 
And doubtleſs, the goſpel is the beſt gift, 
that could be granted to men by their Crea- 
tor. It makes a clear diſcovery of the grace 
of God in Chriſt Feſus 5; and illuſtrates God's 
goodneſs towards us, and our duty towards 
God. It aſſures Chriſtians of mercy to for- 
give them upon their amendment, and of e- 
ternal happineſs upon their perſeverance i in 
| ſincere, 
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ſincere, though imperfect obedience; and 
contains a complete ſyſtem of inſtructions 
for enlightening their underſtandings in the 
whole circle of duty, and a promiſe of di- 
vine aſſiſtance in every time of need. And 
whenever any part of this doctrine is ſet a- 
ſide, the important truths of our holy reli- 
gion are not fully exhibited to view. We 
-ſhall, therefore, attempt to unfold the goſpel- 
ſcheme, by ſtating and illuſtrating the truth 
of theſe four propoſitions. 

1. Chriſt is a perſon of infinite perfection 
and dignity, the Meſliah foretold by the Pro- 
phets, and was manifeſted in he fulng of” 


time. 


2. Chriſt appeared upon earth as our 
Teacher, our Legiſlator, and Pattern. 

3. Chriſt offered up himſelf a voluntary ſa- 
crifice for the expiation of fin, ſatisfied di- 
vine juſtice upon our account, ever liveth to 
make interceſſion for us, and will complete his 
mediatorial office, by returning to judge the 
world in righteouſneſs. 

4. Faith and repentance are announced in 
the goſpel, to be ablolutely requiſite for pro- 
moting the progreſſive improvement of Chri- 
ſtians, and accompliſhing the end of our ho- 
ly religion. 

1. Chriſt is a perſon of infinite perfection 
and dignity, the Meſſiah foretold by the Pro- 
phets, and was manifeſted in the fulneſs of 
time, 

As to the infinite perfection and dignity 
of Chriſt, Scripture informs us, that in the be- 


ginning 


" 
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ginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. The ſame was in 
the beginning with God. All things were made 
by him and without him «vas not any thing made 
that was made. Scripture again aſſures us, 
that by Hic own Son God made the worlds. By 
him were all things created that are in heaven and 
in earth, viſible, and inviſible : all things were 1 
created by him and for him. He is before all | 
things, and by him all things conſiſt, By him the 
day-ſpring from. on high hath viſited us, to give 
light to them that fit in darkneſs and in the ſhadow | 
of death, and to guide our feet ini tbe way of 
peace f. Without multiplying paſſages from | 
Scripture, to confirm a truth ſo plain, as that 
Chriſt is a perſon of infinite perfection and 
dignity ;, we proceed to take under our con- 
ſideration the ſecond part of the propoſition, 
and to ſhew, that he is the Meſſiah foretold 
by the Prophets. 
Immediately after the fall, God Almighty 
promiſed, that the ſeed of the woman ſhould 
bruiſe the head of the ſerpent. He ſent his Pro- 
phets in ſucceſſion one after another, to keep 
up the expectation of a wonderful Perſon, . 
who was to deliver mankind from the abyſs 
of vice and miſery, and to reſtore them un- 
to a ſtate of virtue and happineſs. A Star 
was to come out of” Jacob, and a Branch to ſpring 
from the flem of Feſſe ; and unto him was to be 
the gathering of the people T. According to the 
| magnificent | 


* John i. I, 2, 3. 
+ Heb. i. 2.; Col. i. 16, 17.; Luke i. 78, 79. 
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magnificent and ſeemingly contradictory 
yle of prophecy, he was to be a man of ſor- 
rows and acquainted with grief, yet the Gentiles 
were to come 10 5 light, and kings to the rige. 
neſs of his riſing“. 
The Prophets, to prevent their predictions 
from ſinking into contempt and oblivion, 
were led by the Spirit of inſpiration, to for- 
tel the coming of the Meſſiah's kingdom, 
with ſuch expreſſions, as underſtood in a li- 
teral ſenſe, denoted that it would be of this 
world. Rapt into future times, they de- 
ſcribed him as ruling in the midf of his ene- 
mies, judging among the nations, and higher than 
the kings of the earth f. Their predictions, 
however, as mankind, even in the days of the 
Prophets, might have collected from their 
reference to circumſtances, were to be taken 
in a figurative meaning. The Jews there- 
fore had not reaſon to conclude from ancient 
prophecy, that the Meſſiah was to appear a 
great temporal Prince, to reſcue them from 
the Roman yoke, and to reftore again the hing- 
dom to Iſrael. All the deſcriptions given of 
him in the writings of the Prophets, were re- 
lative to the conſtitution of that ſpiritual 
kingdom, which he was to eſtabliſh in the 
world. He was to judge with righteouſneſs, he 
was to preach good tidings to the meek, and 
proclaim liberty to the captive ; he was to com- 
fort all that mourn, and to heal the broken heart- 
ed. He was to open he eyes of the blind, and 
B the 
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the ears of the deaf; he was to make the dumb 
to praiſe God, and the lame to leap like an hart *. 
Notwithſtanding his real greatneſs, he was 
to be deſpiſed and rejected by the far greater 
part of the Jewith nation, and to be /ed as a 
lamb to the ſlaughter. But though he was to 
taſte of death, and to make his grave with the 
rich ; yet he was to riſe again before he had 
ſeen corruption. He was to ſubdue his ene- 
mies, and prolong his days; to ſee his ſeed, and 
the travail of his foul ; and to eſtabliſh a new 
and everlaſting kingdom f. Accordingly, all 
theſe predictions were exactly accompliſhed 
in Chriſt Jeſus. When the proper fulneſs of 


time was come, and in a manner ſuitable to 


infinite wiſdom, God ſent forth his Son made of 


a woman. Teſus was conceived by the power of 
the Holy Ghoft, and born of à virgin at Beth- 
lehem of Fudea, in the reign of Auguſtus Cæſar. 
Though he was in the form of God, and thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God, yet he made 
himſelf of no reputation, and took upon him the 
form of a ſervant, and was found in the faſhion 
of a man. He took not on him the nature of an- 
gels ; but he took on him the ſeed of Abraham 4. 
Though his real greatneſs was tranſcendent 
and infinite, yet his viſible appearance was 
clouded with every external circumſtance of 
diſgrace and obſcurity. He whom David in 
the ſpirit of prophecy called his Lord, was 

brought 

* Pſal. Ixxit, 2.; Iſa. lei. 1, 2. xxxv. 5, 6. + 1ſa.liii. 3, 7, 9. 
Pfal. xvi. 10. Ixxii. 9.; Iſa. liii. 10, 11.; Dan. vii. 27. 


7 Gal. iv. 4.; Matth. i. 18. to the end; Luke i. 31. 35. ii. 1. 
4, 5, 6, 7. ; Phil. ii. 6, 7, 8.; Heb. ii. 16. 
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brought forth in a ſtable, and laid in a manger. 
Soon were his mother, and ſuppoſed father, ex- 
pelled their native country, and driven into 
exile with the heavenly Babe, by the unre- 
lenting reſentment of a cruel tyrant &. Af- 
ter he reached the years of manhood, his 
kindred and diſciples were frequently ſedu- 
ced, through the influence of blind preju- 
dice; whilſt his enemies diſplayed their wan- 
ton and obſtinate malice, in unparalleled acts 
of cruelty. The excellence of his doctrines, 
the perfection of his precepts, the purity of 
his example, and the judicious ſeverity of 
his poignant reproofs, induced the chief arieft 
and elders, to ſet themſelves, and take counſel a- 
gainſt him. Deviating from every principle 
-of juſtice and propriety, they miſrepreſented, 
derided, menaced, and perſecuted him, for 
his well directed endeavours to convince and 
reform them. Burt let us remember this Pro- 
phet like unto Moſes, mighty in word and deed be- 
fore God and all the people, whilſt he underwent 
his laſt ſufferings. Then was he betrayed - 
through. the diabolical treachery of one diſ- 
ciple, denied with oaths and imprecations 
through the unmanly, yet pitiable cowardice 
of another, and at length baſely neglect- 
ed and forſaken by them all. His enemies 
did reward him evil for good. They ſought 
falſe witneſs to put him to death; but found 
none : yea, though many falſe witne ” came, yet 
their witneſs agreed not together. The high prieſt 
allo queſtioned Feſus concerning his diſciples and 

doctrine, 

* Luke ii. 7.; Matth. ii. 13. 
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dofrine, not with a view to procure informa- 
tion of the truth, but from a deſign to en- 
tangle him. And a Jewiſh officer ruftian- 
like, fruck him with the palm of the hand, in 
the preſence of the high prieſt and the coun- 
cil, becauſe his anſwer was not calculated to 
gratify their malicious purpoſes. © After a 
moſt unjuſt condemnation, 'accompanied with 
great variety of ſhameful inſults, the Jewiſh 
rulers, eager to obtain the execution of their 
ſentence, accuſed him before Pilate as a blaſ- 
phemer againſt their own law. But the 
Jews, who valued independence ſo much, 
were now ſubject to the authority of a Ro- 
man governor; and failing in their charge 
of blaſphemy, impeached him anew, as a re- 
bel againſt the ſuſpicious emperor 'Tiberius 
Cæſar. By this laſt accuſation they intimi— 
dated Pilate, and compelled him to give 
ſanction to their ſentence, for his own ſafe- 
ty; though fully convinced of his innocence, 
he declared, that he found no fault in. him. 
But, above all, let us recollect the conclu- 
ding part of this tragical ſcene, and think 
that he hung upon the croſs between two in- 


famous malefactors, and expired in bitter a- 


gonies, amidſt the cruel ſcorn of hard-heart- 
ed ſpectators, ſhaking their heads, and ſaying, 


If thou be the Son of God, ſave thyſelf, and come 


down from the croſs *. Well may we apply 
the words of Moſes, to expreſs our aſtoniſh- 
ment at this wonderful event; Af now of the 
days that are paſt, which were before thee, ſince 

the 
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the day that God created man upon the earth, and 
aſk from the one fide of heaven unto the other, 


_ whether there has been any ſuch thing as this 


great thing ic, or hath been heard like ut * 2 Je- 
ſus having ſuffered the cruel and ignomini- 
ous death of the croſs, was buried, and con- 
tinued under the power of death for a time. 
But on the third day, he roſe again from the 
dead. He converſed with his diſciples, for 
the ſpace of forty days after his reſurrection; 
and then aſcended into heaven, and ſat down 
at the right hand of God the Father Almigh- 
ty; from thence he ſhall come 70 judge the 
quick and the dead. Ought not Chrift then 10 
have ſuffered theſe things, before he entered in- 
to his glory? Thus it is written in Moſes and 
the Prophets; and according to their pre- 
ditions, i behoved Chrifl to ſuffer, and to riſe 


from the dead the third day. The foregoing 


proofs and illuſtrations are ſufficient to ſhew 
the completion of ſuch prophecies in Scrip- 
ture, as are relative to the coming of the 
Meſſiah, or that Chriſt is the Meſſiah fore- 
told by the Prophets. But the third part of 
the propoſition deſerves likewiſe to be illu- 
ſtrated and confirmed; That Chriſt was ma- 
nifeſted in the fulneſs of lime. 


| Daughters of Feruſal:m, {aid Jeſus to the 


women that followed him to his laſt ſuffer- 
ings, weep not for me, but weep for yourſelves 
and your children; for behold the days are coming, 
when you ſhall ſay, bleſſed are the barren, and the 
wombs that never bare, and the paps that never 


gave 


Deut. iv. 32. 
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gave ſuck ; for if theſe things are done in the green 
tree, what ſhall be done in the dry? Jeruſalem 
M was to be deſtroyed, and the Jews were to 
1 be ſcattered throughout all lands, in conſe- 
quence of rejecting Jeſus as the Meſſiah. 
This order of events was conformable to the 
ancient prediction of Jacob. The ſceptre ſhall 
wot depart from Fudah, nor a lawgiver from be- 
tween his feet, till Shiloh. come. Again, Da- 
niel's famous prediction determines the time 
from the going forth of the commandment to re- 
flore and rebuild Feruſalem after the captivity, 
unto the commencement of the Meſſiah's 
kingdom, to be ſeventy weeks of years, 
which amount to four hundred and ninety 
years x. Afterward, and exactly at the pe- 
riod fixed by the prediction, the hiſtory of 
our Saviour ſhews, that he appeared in the 
world, to finiſh tranſgreſſion, to make an end of 
fin, and to bring in an everlaſting righteouſneſs. 
Beſides, it was foretold by the Prophets, that 
the Meſſenger of the Covenant, the Deſire of al! 
nations was to come, before the ſecond tem- 
i} ple ſhould be deſtroyed f. All theſe predic- 
x tions were verified by the event. It is then 
. clear, that Chriſt was manifeſted in the ful- 
neſs of time, or preciſely at the time foretold 
by the Prophets. And theſe prophecies were 
ſo well known, at the beginning of the Chri- 
{tian æra, that the Jews, and all the oriental 
nations of the Roman empire were then fil- 
led with the expectation of a wonderful per- 
ſon, who was to be the Governor and Savi- 


our 


| Pan. ix. 24, C. f Mal. iii, 1.; Hag, ii. . 
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our of mankind. From all the preceding 
proofs and illuſtrations put together, it will 
appear, that Chriſt is a perſon of infinite per- 
fection and dignity, the Meſſiah foretold by 
the Prophets, and was manifeſted in the ful- 


neſs of time. | 
2. Again, in the ſecond place, Chriſt ap- 
peared upon earth as our Teacher, our Legi- 
flator, and Pattern. At that period, when the 
Goſpel was firſt publiſhed in the world, man- 
kind were ſunk into the groſſeſt corruption, 
both as to religion and morals. Idolatry 
had overſpread the whole earth, except the 
narrow compaſs of Judea. Some few philo- 
ſophers indeed rejected the belief of deities, 
many in number, whoſe wrath their votaries 
endeavoured to appeaſe, by cruel, obſcene, 
and ridiculous ceremonies. They perceived 
and acknowledged the exiſtence of a ſupreme 
Being, who eſtabliſhed and continues to di- 
rect the courſe of nature. But ſtill the moſt 
civilized people, though they made great 
improvements in philoſophy and the ſciences, 
were ſtrangers to the juſt knowledge and ſer- 
vice of God. Their orators, poets, ſculp- 
tors, and painters, did indeed propagate the 
marvellous in ancient fiction. They embel- 
liſhed the feats of arms, made the invention 
of arts to operate on the wonder of poſteri- 
ty, and prompted mankind more and more 
to ſubſtitute ſenfible objects of religious wor- 
ſhip, inſtead of a Being entirely ſpiritual. 
Their philoſophers too, had many curious 
ſpeculations, many different theories. They 


{ometimes 


(| 26: } 


ſometimes gave great ſcope to the ſallies of 
fancy; and aſcribed life to ſtars, fountains, 
and rivers, in accounting for appearances 
which they did not comprehend. Others, it 
mult be allowed, had more rational and ſub- 
lime ideas of nature, and of its firſt cauſe, and 
carried their inveſtigation of religious truths, 
as far as the light of natural reaſon alone 
could penetrate. But, however far wiſe men 
might go in their reſearches to detect the er- 
rors of others, yet they did little to diſcover 
and unfold the important truths of religion, 
or to reform their own practice. From the 
things that are made, they deduced indeed 
the exiſtence and principal attributes of God. 
But the different relations which his exiſt- 
ence and attributes bear to man in particu- 
lar, and the practical uſe to be made of 
them, they underſtood imperfectly. Stran- 
gers to the exerciſe of a rational and manly 
piety, they could not deviſe any mode of 
worſhip ſuitable to the purity and excellence 
of the ſupreme Being. On the contrary, 
though they pretended to deſpiſe the deities 
of the vulgar, yet they addreſſed them as 
the only objects of religious worſhip. They 
occaſionally celebrated the intrinſic beauty 
and excellence of virtue with many elegant 
encomiums ; but they founded it not on the 


authority of heaven, nor joined it always 


with progreſs in a holy life, as its end or ob- 
jet. And even when they expreſſed their 
belief of a future ſtate, the tranſmigration 
of ſouls, and the ſhady realms of Pluto, _ 

ar 
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far ſhort of that fublime and rational happi- 
neſs, which the Goſpel-revelation promiſes 
to all true Chriſtians, in a future and eter- 
nal ſtate. 

Confider, on hls other hand, that the Jews 
preferred ritual obfervances to the zetgbtier 
matters of the law, mercy, judgment, and faith. 
They were highly cenſurable for their pride, 
hypocriſy, and ſelfiſhneſs, and had rendered 
the ordinances of God of none effe&, by the com- 
mandments of men. Though favoured with an 
expreſs revelation from heaven, yet neglect- 
ing to cultivate the great duties of holineſs, 
juſtice, and charity, they were ill qualified 
to recommend the worſhip of the God of Iſracl 
to the world. The offence received in the 
Gentile world, from the practice of the Jews, 
created univerſal prejudice againſt their reli- 
gious faith and principles. During the time 
of our Saviour's abode on earth, they were 
juſt filling up the meaſure of their iniquity. 
Accordingly, not long after this period, Jo- 
ſephus, their own hiſtorian, informs us, that 
if the Romans had not deſtroy ed Jeruſalem, 
he believed that God himſelf, by ſome ex- 
emplary vengeance from heaven, would have 
cruſhed them, and deſtroyed their city, as he 
had conſumed the cities of Sodom and Go- 
morrah. 

In theſe circumſtances of general depravi- 
ty, ignorance, and ſuperſtition, the wiſeſt 
and beſt heathens were alarmed, and were 
conſcious of the inſufficiency of reaſon and 
philoſophy to counteract the prevalence of 

C folly 
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folly and vice. They conceived, that it was 
ſuitable to the wiſdom and goodneſs of the 
Deity, to ſend ſome extraordinary perſon in- 
to be world, who ſhould inſtruct mankind 
in the eternal law of righteouſneſs, who 
ſhould republiſh it by the authority of God, 


and exhibit a perfect example of virtue and 


piety. Such a Teacher, Legiſlator, and Pat- 
tern, was Jeſus, who, at a ſeaſon favoured 
not only by the progreſs of the Jewiſh reli- 
gion, but likewiſe by the union and tranquil- 
lity of the Roman empire, taught mankind 
a ſcheme of the moſt ſalutary doctrines and 
precepts, enforced the obſervance of duty by 
the authority of God, and diſplayed in his 
conduct the moſt finiſhed model of univerſal 
holineſs. 

With regard to the character of this di- 
vine Meſſenger, as our Teacher, it is to be 
obſerved, that he made his appearance on 
earth, clothed with human nature, and in 


his human nature revealed every thing ne- 


ceſſary for us to know, whether with regard 


to the life that now is, or that which is to come. 


We mean not however to deny the reality 
of natural religion, and that it had conſider- 
able influence upon the minds of ſome hea- 
then philoſophers. The Being, the Attri- 
butes, and the Providence of God, are ſtrong- 
ly impreſſed on all his works; nor in the 
darkeſt ages has he /eft himſelf” without witneſs. 
But our attachments to worldly objects, and 
the ſenſual appetites and paſſions which they 


excite in us, vert our attention from him. 
Yea, 


mo 
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Yea, ſo infatuated are we, that while we 
look upon ſecond cauſes, we ſometimes reſt 


in them, and go no farther ; ſo that the per- 


fection of the general laws of nature, opera- 
ting in a chain of cauſes and effects, all link- 
ed together, and ſubordinate to one another, 
veil, as it were, the Creator and the Governor 
of all things from our view. And, whether 
the Being, the Attributes, and the Provi- 
dence of God, though his works afford ſuf- 
ficient proof of them, would have been ſuit- 
ably obſerved and acknowledged by any part 
of mankind, in any age, without the light 
of revelation, or ſome glimmering of it, 
however obſcure, is a queſtion difficult to 
ſolve. One thing is certain, that it is much 
eaſier to find out proofs for the truth, once 
diſcovered, than to make the original diſco- 


very; though at the ſame time, the ſimple 
truth, when it is known, is more eaſily re- 


tained, than the proofs of it are. But how- 
ever this matter may ſtand, the light which 
once pervaded the Gentile world, is now ab- 
ſorbed in the ſun-ſhine of the Goſpel. Chriſt 
is the /ight of the world, We have no ſyſtem 
of natural religion meriting attention, where- 
in the ground-work is not taken from the 
Goſpel; and ſo far as any ſuch contains a 
perfect rule of duty, it muſt be exactly the 
lame. 

Jeſus did not, indeed, like the philoſo- 
phers of antiquity, barangue ingeniouſly, 
concerning the firſt principles of things, the 
nature of the ſoul, and the chief good; > 

then 
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then leave his ſubject in the ſame uncertain- 
ty in which he found it. Nevertheleſs, he 
has publiſhed to the world a ſyſtem of teli- 
gion and morality ſuperior to all the ideas 
of the human mind, beyond the reach of the 
learned ſcribe, or the penetration of the pro- 
foundeſt ſage of antiquity z and which could 
not therefore be derived from the knowledge 
and invention of man. He has diſpelled the 
clouds of ignorance and error, enabled us to 
diſcern between good and evil, and inſtruct- 
ed us in the whole circle of duty. Precepts 
moral and religious, though fair and love- 
ly in idea, are grievous in practice to fleſh 
and blood; and wiſdom's ways, though they 
are ways of pleafantneſs, and though all ber paths 
are peace, are eſteemed by men of corrupt 
prejudices and paſſions, rough, ſteep, and 
tedious to aſcend, Moſt juſtly then, has Je- 
ſus, our divine Legiſlator, inculcated ſelf. 
denial as a duty, without which we cannot 
poſſibly give a candid hearing to the doc- 
trines of the Goſpel, or fairly eſſay the obe- 
dience of its commands. He has enjoined us 
to firive to enter in at the flrait gate. And that 
the labour of the work, and the ſlowneſs of 
ſucceſs, may not deject us and obſtruct our 
_ progreſs, he has animated us by full aſſtrance, 
that we ſhall enjoy to eternity, the ſublime 
pleaſures reſulting from the poſſeſſion of thoſe 
pious and virtuous diſpoſitions, which we 

cultivate here with ſincerity. 
The kingdom of Jeſus is not of this world, 
and therefore he is not recorded in 
or 


SS 


for his military exploits and miraculous vic- 
tories But he wrought many more miracles 
of the merciful and beneficent kind, than 
Moſes and all the Prophets did; and has u- 
niformly ſupported his authority to preſcribe 
to us, as our Legiſlator, not only by the e- 
vidence of miracles, and the completion of 
prophecy, but by the internal excellence of 
his laws and inſtitutions. The main and ul- 
timate end which the laws and inſtitutions 
of Jeſus are calculated to accompliſh, is our 
gradual improvement in virtuous affections 
and habits, our conſolation under the preſ- 
ſure of misfortunes and calamities, and in a 
future ſtate our conſummate. pertection and 
eternal welfare. 

Look back then to the ableſt philoſophers, 
and the moſt renowned legiſlators of antiqui- 
ty. Peruſe their diſcourſes and reaſonings 
concerning the rightneſs, the amiableneſs, 
and the obligations of virtue. Examine their 
different ſyſtems or codes of laws. And where 
ſhall we find the advices of the one, or the 
injunctions of the other, when they are juſt- 
ly viewed, ſo unexceptionable and perfect, 
and fo highly calculated to lead mankind to 
virtue and happineſs, as thoſe which are con- 
tained in the Goſpel of Chriſt? It is an en- 
comium due only to Jeſus, our divine Teach- 
er and Legiſlator, that he brought down 
true wiſdom from heaven, and publiſhed to 
men the laws of God. When our Lord had 
ended his ſermon on the mount, he people 
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were aſtoniſhed at his doctrine; for he taught them 
as one having authority, and not as the ſcribes. 
But there can be nothing more deſcriptive 
of a perfect character, than that it will bear 
the cloſeſt ſcrutiny in every light. And it 
is true of Jeſus, not only that he ſpake as ne- 
ver man ſþake ; but that he lived as never man 
lived. If we paſs then from the heavenly 
leſions, the virtuous diſcourſes, the excellent 
precepts, and the ſound inſtitutions of this 
wondertul perſon, to his conſiſtent conduct 
and perfect example of holineſs, we cannot 
poſſibly doubt, that he was more than hu- 
man. In proof of this truth, look back to 
the greateſt men that ever flouriſhed in Greece 
or Rome. Recal the whole aſſemblage of 
their cardinal virtues, their prudence, their 
temperance, their fortitude, and their ju- 
ſtice. Take them up in the moſt favourable 
point of view;z and where ſhall we find ſuch 
an aſſemblage of high virtues, as concurred 
in the practice and perſonal behaviour of Je- 
ſus? Did he not exhibit a daily, familiar, 
aud finiſhed example to all men, of the molt 
general and difficult virtues? What unpa- 
ralleled prudence, equity of mind, conde- 
ſcenſion, gentleneſs, diſintereſted benevo- 
lence, humility, patience, piety to his hea- 
venly Father, ſubmiſſion to the divine will, 
and univerſal holineſs, did he not diſplay 
for our imitation throughout the whole of 
his life and practice? The example of Jeſus 
is ſo tranſcendently excellent, and ſo far ſu- 
perior to every tract of the human i imagina- 
tion, 
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tion, that unleſs our paſſions over-rule out 
reaſon, and drown the voice of conſcience, 
we cannot poſlibly meditate on the artleſs ac- 
counts given of it in the Goſpel, without be- 
ing charmed with the higheſt poſſible admi- 
ration of ſo lovely an image and repreſenta- 
tion of true virtue. 3 
Thus then Jeſus was a perfect example of 
univerſal holineſs. The philoſophers of an- 
tiquity, though they had many erroneous 
opinions, gave ſometimes excellent leſſons 
of morality, but were too often defective 
in practice; whereas Jeſus never prejudiced 
the leaſt part of truth, in his zeal for the 
greateſt, and exemplified the moſt general 
and difficult virtues which he ever taught. 
The ancient legiſlators enforced good beha- 
viour, by the ſanctions of civil government; 
but he has ſettled it upon the immoveable 
baſis of a religion, which enforceth righte- 
ouſneſs by the authority of God. Finally, 
he has inculcated and exemplified piety, be- 
nevolence, and ſelf-denial, in a clearer and 
more forcible manner, than any preceding 
teacher or legiſlator has done. His charac- 
ter, as the Inſtructor, Governor, and Pat- 
tern of his church, is directed to ſubdue in 
us the ſeeds of iniquity, to awe us into du- 
7 and to train us up to good habits here, 
that it may be well with us hereafter. For 
virtue is the eternal law of God's righteous 
adminiſtration, who will render to every man 
according to his deeds. | 
3. Chriſt 
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3. Chriſt offered up bimſel " a voluntary ſa- 

crifice for the expiation of ſin, ſatisfied di- 
vine juſtice upon our account, ever /itveth to 
make interceſſion for us, and will complete his 
mediatorial office, by returning to judge the 

world in righteouſneſs. ; 
The heathens obſerved, that much folly, 
vice, and miſery, are diffuſed throughout the 
world, They ſaw, that the wiſeſt and beſt 
of megre not exempted from their faults 
and- imperfections, but deviate often from 
paths of wiſdom and virtue, both in prin- 
ciplè and practice. They perceived, that 
uch as are advanced in years and experience, 
rear, generally more thorough adepts in 
diſſimulation, perfidy, and vice. And the 
concluſion which they drew from theſe facts 
was, that the preſent life is a ſtate of puniſh- 
ment. The doctrine of a pre-exiſtent ſtate 
uſually made an article, in the creed of ſuch 
as believed, that the ſoul is immortal. To 
reconcile this doctrine with the preſent ap- 
pearances of things, they maintained, that 
the ſoul has naturally the ſeeds of virtue, 
and the knowledge of duty; but when it is 
united to body, that it drinks a cup of obli- 
vion, which effaces the remembrance of 
things paſt. This N however ingen1- 
ous it may be, did not lead to the root of 
the diſeaſe, nor reſolve that great queſtion; 
Whence came evil? Why does not the mate- 
rial world diſplay a ſyſtem of perfect _— 
and regularity ? Why is man endowed with 
ſuch limited capacities both of an wore 

tu 
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tual and moral kind? Why do his principal 
paſſions and inclinations take ſo often a wrong 
direction, and thereby contradict his virtue, 
and obſtruct his happineſs? Why is he placed 
in ſuch circumſtances, and connected with 
ſuch objects, that ambition, avarice, and the 
love of pleaſure, lead him fo often aftray ? 
The mere exerciſe of unaſlifted reaſon can 
afford us no information, concerning the 
means whereby either guilt or puniſhment 
took place in the works of an all-wiſe Crea- 
tor, whoſe boundleſs goodneſs muſt have 
prompted him, and whoſe almighty power 
muſt have enabled him to baniſh them out 
of the univerſe; if their excluſion had tend- 
ed to the good of the whole.  Agitated with 
theſe difficulties, learned men have inculca- 
ted the doctrine of two principles. They 
could not think of aſcribing the origin of 
evil to God, having confidered him as good, 
and the author of every thing fair and excel- 
lent. They choſe rather to ſuppoſe, that 
the creation of matter was beyond the power 
of Deity; that it was eternal and uncreated, 
and contained the ſeeds of natural and mo- 
ral evil, which even divine power could nei- 
ther ſubdue nor prevent. This hypotheſis 
could never maintain its ground among men, 
after the late improvements in philoſophy 
and the ſciences; yet it is a very ancient one, 
and has been almoſt univerſal among the moſt 
celebrated nations, in the eaſtern parts of the 


world, 
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The creation of matter, without the light 
of revelation, 1s perhaps a doctrine beyond 
the reach of human reaſon ; but, when once 
it is revealed, muſt be allowed to be agree- 


able to reaſon. It has been urged indeed, 


that nothing can proceed from nothing. 
Matter ſurely could not produce itſelf, or 
emerge into exiſtence without an efficient 
cauſe. Yet whatever 1s capable of change 
or alteration, and does not include in itſelf 
a neceſlity of exiſtence, muſt have had a be- 
ginning. Matter therefore could not but re- 
ceive its exiſtence from an adequate efficient 
cauſe, who afterwards ranged and diſpoſed 
it into ſituations, ſuitable to its reſpective ele- 
ments. 

But, to return to the ſubject from which 
we have digreſſed a little, Scripture reſolves 
the difficulty ariſing from the origin of evil 
in the ſyſtem of the univerſe, or rather in 
our particular diſtrict of the government of 
God. Man was created to enjoy eternal life 
and happineſs, upon condition of perfect o- 
bedience. And, had he continued to fulfil 


this condition, his body would have been 


preſerved from death, by the ſpecial favour 
of God. But being left to the freedom of 
his own will, he violated the divine com- 
mandment given to him, for the trial of his 
ſelf-government. In conſequence of his 
tranſgreſſion, he forfeited the favour of his 
Maker, from which alone could have been 
expected the continuance of life. Sin enter- 


ed 
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ed into the world, and death by fin *. And our 
firſt parent and repreſentative has conveyed 
to us the ſeeds of corruption and mortality, 
which he brought upon himſelf by his diſ- 
obedience. Hence the ſpiritual frame of the 
| beſt is impaired; and reaſon, deſigned to be 
the firſt and ruling principle in the ſoul, is 
| ſubject to the government of appetite and 
paſſion. The harmony of the univerſe too, 
by judicial puniſhment, 1s in ſome meaſure 
diſturbed, and the face of nature appears de- 
formed. The earth ig curſed for man's /ake, 
and ordained to bring forth thorns and thiſiles. 
And farther, man is to eat his bread in ſor- 
row, and with the feveat of his brow, He is 0 

few days, and is born to trouble as the ſparks fly 
upward, Having fallen from his primitive 
rectitude, he feels convincing effects of that 
melancholy change. But it has ever been 
the general ſenſe of mankind, that the Deity 
would require and accept ſome ſatisfaction 
or reparation, to vindicate the honour and 
dignity of his government. Accordingly, 
we find that all nations, whether civilized 
or barbarous, however much they may have 
differed in other religious opinions, have a- 
greed in their ſentiments of endeavouring to 
appeaſe their offended deities by ſacrifices. 
They ſometimes uſed to ſacrifice men, from 
this perſuaſion, that the wrath of the im- 
mortal gods could be appeaſed by human 
blood only. Kings and prieſts, prompted 
by policy, could never contrive ſuch an ex- 
pedient, 
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pedient, as is obviouſly calculated to alienate, 
rather than to gain the affections of the peo- 
ple; nor could they have been ſo uniform in 
all ages and countries, in any opinion what- 
ever, from any other principle, than from 
common natural inſtinct, or ſupernatural re- 
velation. Sacrifices of expiation prevailed 
every where among the heathen nations, as 
may be learned from hiſtory and tradition, 
and had their firſt riſe probably from revela- 
tion. The Jews choſen of God, and ſepara- 
ted from all the other nations, to prevent 
the worſhip of himſelf from being totally 
loſt in the world, were enjoined to offer ſa- 
crifices of expiation, by a particular imme- 
diate revelation. The legal ſacrifices were 
all ſo many types and figures of one great 
propitiatory ſacrifice to be made by the blood 
of Chriſt. Under the law, a lamb was ſacri- 
ficed as a fſin-offering, and thus atonement 
was made for the ſins of the people. Ac- 
cordingly, John the Baptiſt called Chriſt the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the fin of the 
world. And the Apoſtle Peter aſſures Chri- 
ſtians, that they were redcemed with the preci- 
ous blood of' Chrift, as of a lamb without blemiſh 
and without ſpot. Without the death of Chriſt, 
the legal ſacrifices would have been, though 
a pompaus, yet an unmeaning inſtitution. 
'That event diſplays a correſpondence to the 
{ymbols of the law, and renders its rites and 
ceremonies ſignificant. Wherefore when he 
cometh into the world, he faith, Sacrifice and of- 
fering thou wouldft not, but a body haſt thou ro. 
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pared me: Lo I come to do thy will, O God“. Thie 
writers of the New Teſtament make frequent 
alluſions to the ſacrifices under the law, as 
preſignifying this great atonement. Their 
alluſions and ſtrong expreſſions evidently a- 
ſcribe an efficacy to the ſufferings and death 
of Chriſt, far beyond that of every thing ty- 
pical, and exhibit the true ſacrifice, for the 
expiation of ſin, and the ſatisfaction of di- 
vine juſtice, upon our account. The effica- 
cy of the death of Chriſt reaches to all our 
offences of omiſſion as well as commiſſion, 
to our original guilt as well as our actual 
tranſgreſſions, and extends from the fall of 
man 7o the end of time. It is not intended 
for the benefit of the Jewiſh nation only, 
but calculated to gather together in one, the 
children of God that were ſcattered abroad over 
all the earth. And whoever peruſes ſeriouſ- 
ly the books of the New Teſtament, and de- 
nies that the efficacy of the ſufferings and 
death of Chriſt is different in kind, and great- 
er in meaſure and extent, than might be ex- 
pected from his example, his teaching, or 
his adminiſtration in the government of the 
church, perverts the eſtabliſhed meaning of 
words, and expunges out of the Scriptures 
the fundamental doctrine of Chriſtianity. 

The merits of the death of Chriſt are con- 
nected with cauſes which we cannot unravel, 
and produce conſequences too extenſive for 
us to inveſtigate fully. Yet we have infinite 
reaſon to admire and adore the traces of di- 

vine 
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vine wiſdom and goodneſs diſplayed to us, 
upon an humble and ſober inquiry into the 
nature and extent of their efficacy. | 

To illuſtrate ſuch a conſideration, let us 
remember, that we have a ſtrong propenſity 
to appetite and paſſion, and a peculiar aver- 
fion to all the exerciſes of religion and vir- 
tue. The hiſtory of mankind has ever exhi- 
bited repeated ſcenes of folly and ignorance, 
ſhooting forth into guilt and impiety. Daunt- 
ed at this view of things, the worſe part of 
mankind draw the haſty concluſion, that na- 
ture is not to be altered, and that cuſtom is 
ſecond nature. Though they reſolve and 
endeavour to throw off their wrong habits, 
yet it happens to them according to the true pro- 
verb; The dog is turned again to his own vomit ; 
and the ſow that was waſhed to her wallowing 
in the mare. | | 

Again, the better part of mankind have 
reaſon to complain, that what they would, 
that they frequently do not; and what 
they would not, that they do. Who can under- 


ſtand his errors? All have finned, and come ſhort 


of the glory of God. The beſt have diſhonour- 
ed their Maker, and broken his law. And 


can any but God himſelf inform us, what 


ſatisfaction is due to the holineſs of his na- 
ture, and the juſtice of his adminiſtration, 
both for our original and actual guilt? Mere 
ſorrow for paſt offences cannot ſurely ſuffice. 
Such an antidote ſeldom relieves us from 
their baneful effects even in this world. And 
what reaſon have we to think, that it will 
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operate more powerfully in our behalf, in 
the world to come? Though we ſtill poſſeſ- 
ſed natural ability to lead lives of integrity 
and virtue, our penitence could make no re- 
paration for paſt miſbehaviour. To live ſo- 
berly, righteouſly, and godly, for the time 
to come, cannot be ſaid to 4 uſeleſs: God 
forbid! But ſubſequent acts of piety and 
virtue are inſufficient of themſelves to annul 
guilt, or to prevent the puniſhment annexed 
to vice. Reflect, that the Deity is a Being 
of ſpotleſs holineſs, whoſe eyes are purer than 
to behold iniquity, and in whoſe fight the heavens 
are not clean. Remember, that the univerſal 
juſtice of the adminiſtration of God will not 
be complete, without puniſhing juſtice. When 
we ſpeak of univerſal juſtice, we include pu- 
niſhing juſtice as a ſpecies of it. The pu- 
niſhment of vice therefore is neceſſary to the 
very exiſtence of God's moral government ; 
and cannot be remitted, without unhinging 
the rectitude of his adminiſtration. 

Conſider farther, that many men, in con- 
ſequence of their profligacy and extrava- 
gance, deſtroy their outward eſtate, impair 
their health, and hurt their underſtandings. 
In ſuch circumſtances, future ſorrow cannot 
remedy the attendant evils of folly and vice. 
Recollect, that many, in conſequence of their 
unreaſonable and wicked behaviour, incur 
the penalties of civil government, and bring 
themſelves at length to an untimely and tra- 
gical end. In ſuch caſes, after-repentance 
procures neither reprieve nor pardon. 


Whether 
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Whether we reaſon from the nature of 
things, or from analogy, we have no ground 
to conclude, that the Deity, without a proper 
atonement, will forgive the guilty; and re- 
ſtore them to a ſtate of favour, or bring them 
back to virtue and happineſs. The moral 
perfections of the Deity, and the honour of 
his government, are not ſuch as admit of 
granting pardon, merely. on account of the 
efficacy of repentance. Genuine repentance 


will make us wile and ſober for the time to 


come, and thereby reſtrain us from running 
into farther difficulties ; but it can make no 
reparation for paſt folly and miſconduct. 
Had the righteous Governor of the world 
then been inflexible and ſtrict, fo as not to 
accept of a mediatorial interpoſition, the con- 
ſequences of vice muſt have proved for ever 
fatal to us. We experience, however, that 
vicarious puniſhments are the daily appoint- 
ments of Providence. And, though the equi- 
ty of the Romans 1n regulating their puniſh- 
ments, was very wonderful, yet they imagi- 
ned it ſometimes neceſlary, that the innocent 
ſhould ſuffer for the faults of the guilty. 
Many actuated by different motives, both in 
the Pagan and Chriſtian world, have courted 


death for others. Many too neceſlitated and 


compelled, have ſuffered death for the faults 


of others. But the ſufferings of Jeſus upon 


our account were entirely voluntary and diſ- 
intereſted. He willingly became in for us, 
who knew no ſin; that we might be made the 


righteouſneſs of God in him. The death of Chriſt 
preſents 


© It 


preſents to our view a ſtriking and awful ex- 
ample of the ill deſert of iniquity. Without 
this atonement, our tranſgreſſions could not 
be forgiven us, and the authority of God's 
law maintained, at one and the ſame time. 
The attributes of God's nature, and the ho- 
nour of his government, were intimately con- 
cerned, to teſtify to the world his pertect 
deteſtation of ſin. Now, that God might 


ſhew his diſapprobation of the conduct of 


ſuch as violate his laws, proportionably to - 
the demerit of their tranſgreſſions, it was in- 
diſpenſably requiſite, that he ſhould vindi- 
cate the honour and dignity of his govern- 
ment, either by the execution of the ſen- 
tence on mankind, or by a ſubſtitution and 
a vicarious puniſhment equivalent to it. And 
could there have been a ſtronger warning to 
premoniſh mankind of the dangers reſulting 
from the gratification of their luſts and ap- 
petites, and to deter them from acts of vice ? 
Could there have been a more forcible mo- 
tive, to produce in them the gieateſt abhor- 
rence of depravity and wickedneſs? This is 
that great diſpenſation of Providence, where- 
in mercy and truth have met together, righteouſneſs 
and peace have kiſſed each other ;' wherein fin is 
puniſhed; and yet the ſinner pardoned. Great is 
the myſtery of godlineſs ; even the myſtery which hath 
been hid from ages and from generations, but now 
ic made manifeſt to the ſaints x. The gracious 
and ſeaſonable manifeſtation of this myſtery 
magnifies the mercy of God to man, and 

E | brings 
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brings no imputation upon any of his attri- 
butes. And ſo far 1s the dignity of the per- 
ſon ſuffering from deſtroying the grounds of 
our belief, that it vindicates to the full ſa- 
tisfaction of every reaſonable inquirer, the 
honour and dignity of God's laws, and juſti- 
fies the equity and rectitude of his govern- 
ment. For the higheſt angels in heaven, 


| that excel in trengtb, and do the commandments 


of their great Creator, are ſtill limited in 
their perfections. They could not make 


complete ſatisfaction for offences committed 


againſt Almighty God, a Being poſſeſſed of 
all poſſible pertection and excellency. But 
Chriſt, who was ſubject to no imperfection 


or defect, was ſufficiently qualified to pay 
the price of our redemption. He had the 
Nature of man, that he might ſuffer; and at 


the ſame time the nature of God, that he 
might give immenſe value and efficacy to 
the atonement made by his ſufferings. He 
being God and man in one perſon, offered up 
himſelf a voluhtary ſacrifice for the expiation 
of fin, and ſatisfied divine juſtice upon our 
account; yet could not be held in the 
chains of death, but having died for our of- 


fences, was raiſed again for our juſtification ; and 


by his reſurrection, gave ſufficient proof 
that all power was given unto him in heaven 
and in earth. And, when he had fully in- 
ſtructed his Apoſtles for diſcharging their 
important office of teaching and baptizing 
all nations, he aſcended up on high, led cap- 
tivity captive, and gave gifts unto men: Now by 
| | that 


. 


that deſcended is the ſame alſo. that aſcended up 
far above all heavens, that he might fill all things, 
Henceforth then, we have ſuch an High Prieſt 
who ts ſet on the right hand of the throne of the 
Majeſty in the heavens. For the priefts under 
the law were many, becauſe they were not ſuf- 
fered to continue by reaſon of death : but this man, 
becauſe he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable 
pry (oh Wherefore he is able to ſave unto the 
uttermoſt, them that come unto God by him, ſeeing 
he ever liveth to make interceſſion for them. For 
Chriſt is not entered into the holy places made 
with hands, which are the figures of the true: 
but into heaven itſelf, now to appear in the pre- 
fence of God for us: nor yet that he ſhould offer 
himſelf often, as the high prięſt entereth into the 
holy place, every year with the blood of others : 
but now once in the end of the world, hath 
Chrift appeared to put away fin by the ſacrifice of 
himſelf. He is the proputiation for our fins : and 
not for ours only, but alſo for the fins of the whole 
world, And unto them that look for him, ſhall 
be apear the ſecond time, without fin, without 
taking our iniquities upon him, as he did 
at his firſt coming: -unto them that look for 
him, ſhall be appear the ſecond time, without fin 
unto ſalvation. In my Father's houſe, ſays Jeſus 
to all ſuch, there are many manſions ; if it were 
not fo, I would have told you : I go to prepare a 
Place for you. And, if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 
myſelf, that where 1 am, there ye may be alſo. 
Behold, faith the Apoſtle John, in the empha- 


tical language of prophecy,. be cometh in the 
clouds, 
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chad:, ; and every eye ſhall fee him, even they a th 
that pierced him x. He ſhall at length com- 
plete his mediatorial office, by diſtributing 
rewards to his ſincere and faithful votaries, 
and puniſhments to his obſtinate and impla- 
cable enemies. And, when this work is fi- 
niſhed, then the office and kingdom of the 
Mediator ſhall ceaſe. Then cometh the end, when 
he ſhall have delivered up the kingdom to God 
even the Father. For he muſt reign, till he hath 

ut all his enemies under his feet. And, when 
all things ſhall be ſubdued unto him, then ſhall the 


Son alſo himſelf be ſubjef# unto him that put all 


things under him, that God may be all in all f. 
Thus we have endeavoured to illuſtrate and 
confirm the truth of the third propoſition 
contained in the firſt general head of diſ- 
courſe ; that Chriſt offered up himſelf a vo- 
luntary ſacrifice for the expiation of ſin, ſa- 
tisfied divine juſtice upon our account, ever 
liveth to make interceſſion for us, and will com- 
plete his mediatorial othce, by returning to 
Judge the world in righteoufucſs. But before 
'we proceed to take under our conſidera- 
tion the fourth propoſition, we muſt obſerve, 
that the object of this inquiry is not a mat- 
ter of bare ſpeculation. The circumſtan- 
ces concerning Chriſt ; that he is a perſon 
of infinite perfection and dignity, the Meſ- 
ſiah foretold by the Prophets, and was ma- 
nifeſted in the Fulneſe 4 time; are to be con- 
ſidered 


ay iv. 8, ho T0. ; 2 viii. 1. vii. 23, 243 ho x. 63%, 


#1 1 Cor, xv. 24, 25. 28. 


> 26 — * 2 
2222. ͤ ˙·O» 14 


1 


ſidered intimately, to be felt and experien- 
ced. He appeared particularly, as our 
Teacher, our Legiſlator, and Pattern. We 
ought therefore to comply with the deſign 
of the publication of his Goſpel, to ſuit our 
temper and conduct to his laws and inſti- 
tutions, and to ſtudy every poſſible degree 
of conformity to his perfect model of ho- 
lineſs. It is farther incumbent. on us, to 
accompany with experience and conſciouſ- 
neſs the characters belonging to Chritt, as 
our Prieſt on earth, our Interceſſor with the 
Father, and our future Judge. We ought to 
lay hold upon the merits of our Redeemer's 
obedience, and to copy the Author and Finiſher | 
of our faith, through good report and bad report. 
And, ſecing that we have a great High Prieſt, 
who 1s paſſed into the heavens, and who cannot 
but be touched with the feeling of our infirmi- 
ties, Jeſus the Son of God, we are to come boldly 
unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help us in time of need. 
We are to /eek for glory, honour and immorta- 
lity, and thall be recompenced by our Lord 
when he cometh a! the reſurrection of the juſt. 
And, this is the knowledge of the goſpel- 
{ſcheme of ſalvation, ſo excellent in itſelf, 
and fo earneſtly ſought after by the true 
diſciples of Chriſt, that in compariſon of it, 
they eſteem every other acquiſition or ac- 

compliſhment, but oſs. 'To unfold this know- 
ledge more particularly, we ſhall proceed 


to ſtate and illuſtrate the truth of the fourth 
Propoition, | 


4. Faith 
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Faith and repentance are announced 
in the Goſpel, to be abſolutely requiſite for 
promoting the progreilive improvement of 
Chriſtians, and accompliſhing the end of our 
holy religion. 

The preſent life of man is chequered with 
proſperity and adverſity, with pleaſure and 
pain which flow on here below, in a perpe- 
tual ſucceſſion. It is not defigned for a 
ſtate of uninterrupted happineſs, for though 
interſperſed with enjoyments, it abounds 
likewiſe with many woes. It is not intend- 


ed as the theatre of perfect wiſdom and vir- 


tue, for the hiſtory of mankind gives a ſad 
detail of the mazes and windings of their 
folly and wickedneſs. Whatever may be 
the character of the preſent age, however 
much it may be enlightened or refined; yet 
ſurely it has its defects, as well as former 
times. Few indeed, I ſhould fain hope, rale 
the timbrel and harp, and ſay unto God, Depart 
from us. But there 1s no man that liveth and 
finneth not *®, Have not even the better part 
of mankind reaſon to complain, that though 
they know and approve the right, they do 
it not; that though they diſcern and hate 
the wrong, yet too often they do that which 
is wrong? Do not ſpots and blemiſhes ad- 
here more or leſs to all men, and occaſion- 
ally eclipſe the ſplendor of their wiſdom 
and virtue? It may be, that in conſequence 
of a good education and a happy conſtitu- 
tion, we-are not ſubject to the habitual in- 

fluence 


* 1 Kings viii. 46. 
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fluence of a proud, turbulent, vindictive, and 
malevolent temper; that we are conſcious 
of no gigantic crime, guilty of no flagrant 
wickedneſs. It may be, that we are dili- 
gent in the buſineſs of life ; and proſecute 
our worldly occupations, with honour to 
ourſelves. and benefit to the public. And 
doubtleſs, Chriſtianity operates in forward- 
ing worldly induſtry, and requires us to ma- 
nage with prudence and attention our pe- 
culiar buſineſs, in every ſtation and relation 
of life. But it has likewiſe a higher and 
nobler object in view, which 1s by a proper 
diſcipline here, to fit and train us up for a 
ſtate of happineſs hereafter. It not only 
enforces the practice of virtue, by the hopes 
of a future reward ; but enjoins purity and 
benevolence of heart, to qualify us for the 
acceptance and enjoyment of that reward. 
For the kingdom of God is not meat and arink, 
neither in this world nor in the world to 
come; but righteouſneſs, and Peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt *. The enemies of our reli- 
gion cannot juſtly charge us with a merce- 
nary temper, for regulating our behaviour 
by ſuch a motive. It is the moſt honour- 
able incentive to good and worthy actions, 
that ever could be propoſed to man. Thus, 
in perfect conſiſtency with good order, po- 
licy, and government, Chriſtianity has open- 
ed to the eye of the underſtanding, a /trait 
gate, through which all who relying upon 
the grace of God in Chrift Feſus, are guided in 

mind, 

„Rom. xiv. 17. 
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mind, heart, and life, by the wiſdom from 
above, will be permitted to enter into the king- 
dom of heaven. Know ye not, that they who run 
in a race, run all, but one receiveth the prize ? 
So run, that ye may obtain, There 1s an unal- 

_ terable difference between right and wrong; 
for virtue 1s naturally productive of happi- 
neſs, and vice of miſery ; though acciden- 
tal cauſes often intervene, and prevent that 
connection from being clearly ſeen. Stand 
faſt in the faith, therefore, quit yourſelves like 
men, be ftrong. Theſe Egyptians, whom you 
fee to-day, you ſhall ſee them again no more for 
ever. The event of death will put a final 
period to all your toils and labours under the 
F = ; and then new ſcenes ſhall open to you, 
permanent enough, and adapted entirely to 
afford proper ſcope to virtuous exertions, 
and the conſequences reſulting from them. 
1 The kingdom of heaven, that kingdom which can- 
1 not be ſhaken, is the crown for which we are 
Wo to contend, the prize of the high calling of God 
in Chriſt Feſus, which is to repay our labours 

of repentance, faith, and love. Chriſtianity 

however does not mention faith and repen- 

tance as the procuring cauſes of our ſalva- 

tion, but inſiſts on them as qualifications 

abſolutely requiſite for promoting the pro- 

3 greſſive improvement of its profeſſors, and 
if accompliſhing its great end. We are in- 
deed ſaid to be juſtified by faith. But how? 
Why certainly, as it is inſtrumental to lead 
us to the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. In Chriſt 
alone is that fountain, which is opened for 
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fin and for uncleaungſi. The blood of Jeſus clean- 
feth us from all ſin. We are not to ſuppoſe, 
that without reconciliation, we could ever - 
eſcape the diſpleaſure of our offended Crea- 
tor. Now, when there was no eye to pity, 
nor hand to help, God ſent his n Son in the 
likeneſs of finful fleſh, and for fin condemned ſin 
in the fleſh. God is in Chriſt reconciling the 
world unto himſelf, not imputing unto penitent 
ſinners their treſpaſſes. Net only to the houſe 
of David, but to the whole world, unto us 
alfo a Saviour 1s given, who is juſtly called, 
The Prince of Peace. What a magnificent, 
what a delightful ſcene is here exhibited to 
our view! Scarcely for a righteous man will 
one die: yet peradventure for a good man, ſome 
would even dare to die. But God commendeth 
his love to us in that while we were yet finners, 
Chrift died for us. God ſent not his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but that the 
world through him might be 10 ved. 

But to ſecure the benefits and bleſſings of 
that falvation, which Chriſt has purchaſed 
for us with his own blood, we muſt be re- 
ſtored gradually to that rectitude of heart 
and behaviour, which conſtitutes the image 
of God, the perfection and happineſs of our 
being. To reſtore us unto ſuch a ſtate, he 
has revealed to us the nature of his ſpiri- 
tual kingdom, and enlightened our under- 
ſtandings, in the knowledge of things per- 
taining unto life and godlineſs. The A- 

oſtles likewiſe explained and illuſtrated the 
important doctrines of ſalvation, whichtheir 
F Fires 


Figs 


reat Maſter enforced, both in a plain and 
allegorical ſtyle. And ſince mankind are 
made for ſociety, and can derive much im- 
provement in wiſdom and virtue from uni- 
ting in religious duties, Chriſt appointed a 
ſucceſſion of paſtors and teachers; for the per- 
Fecling of the ſaints, for the work of the miniſtry, 
for the edifying of his body ; and which wall 
continue to carry down the glad tidings of 
the Goſpel, unto the end of the world. He 
hath inftituted for the benefit of his Church, 
two- diſtinguiſhing ordinances of emphati- 
cal ſimplicity, and peculiarly adapted to pro- 
mote the intereſts of religion and virtue. 
Haptiſim is the initiatory rite of his religion, 
which ſignifies God's promiſe to pardon our 
ſins; and to accept us as righteous in his 
ſight ; and an engagement on our part to 
have faith in Chriſt, and 70 keep ourſelves un- 
ſpotted from the world. Again, the Lord's 
Supper is a confirming ordinance, which 
ſhews forth the death of Chriſt for our 
ſakes, and expreſſes our union to him as our 
head, and our ſpiritual nouriſhment and 
growth in grace. And to make our own en- 
deavours conſpire with the gracious deſigns 
of heaven for the purpoſe of our ſalvation, 
Chriſt promiſed his bleſſed Spirit as his agent 
and repreſentative, and has granted his 
kindly and auſpicious influences to all his 
true followers, in every ſucceeding age of 

the Church. 
Human reaſon cannot poſſibly compre- 
hend, how Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, make 
one 


N 
| 
| 
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AP 2 
one Deity, or are related among themſelves 
in the Godhead. Neither can we under- 
ſtand, how any being ſhould exiſt from all 
eternity, whoſe paſt duration cannot be 
reached by a certain number of years. Our 
ideas of high numbers are generally imper- 
fect ; but we may employ them as much as 
we pleaſe, and add millions of years to mil- 
lions of years, and yet we can never come 
to any fountain- head in eternity. We are 
ſure however, that ſome Being muſt have 
exiſted from eternity, unleſs we put an end 
to all evidence, unleſs we ſet aſide the re- 
lation between cauſes and effects, for no- 
thing can be made without a cauſe. We 
are ſure, that this Being who has exiſted 
from eternity, is the Author and Sovereign 


of the univerſe, is 1 remote in his 


perfections from all finite and created beings, 
exiſts in a manner totally different from that 
according to which they exiſt, and in a man- 
ner of which they can form no idea. And, 
how the eternal Three are one ; or whether 
the appellations, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
bear not a relation to the different charac- 
ters which the Deity ſuſtains m the works 


of creation, providence and redemption, we 


know not. We are not qualified to ex- 
plam the manner of this union. But none 
of the doctrines peculiar to pure uncorrupt- 
ed Chriſtianity can be charged with abſur- 
dity, moſt of them appear highly rational, 
and the moſt intricate of them, as they are 
tor und in the Goſpel, cannot be diſproved by 


the 
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the bold aſſertions of thoſe, who darken 
counſel by words without knowledge. Without 
making farther retiections upon this myſte- 
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ourſelves a capacity to penetrate into the 
ſubſtance or eſſence of the original ſelf-ex- 
iſtent Being, of which we cannot poſſibly 
form any idea; we ſhall reſume the illuſtra- 
tion of the ſtrong obligatious which we lie 
under, to receive the Goſpel as the proper 
rule of faith and manners. 

And can ſuch men as pretend to have con- 
ſidered with due attention the completion 
of the prophecies relative to the coming of 
the Meſliah, the miracles wrought by the 
firſt preachers of it, and the excellent ten- 
dency of its doctrines and precepts 3 can 
ſuch ever dare to affirm, that Chriſtianity 
is a cunningly deviſed fable ? A candid and 
due inquiry into theſe three capital ſources 
of evidence for the truth of our holy re- 
ligion, omitting even other arguments which 
might be advanced, would carry full con- 
viction to the human mind. How ſhall men 
eſcape, how ſhall we ourſelves eſcape, if we 
negleci ſo great a ſalvation ? Beware then, 4% by 
any means, as the ſerpent beguiled Eve through 
bis ſubtlety, ſo your minds ſhould be perve: 2 
from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt. Beware le 
any man ſpoil you through philoſophy and vain de- 
ceit, after the traditions of men, after the rudiments 
of the world, and not after Chriſt Jeſus, conſci- 
ous that the truth of his miſſion was ſupported 
by a complication of undeniable evidence, de- 

clared 


— — —— n — — 
. — — — OPIIEY 
a « » ak gr - * — 2 — 


r ‚— . 


— 
* ©. 
* o 


nw 
©» 


BY 

5 

"ND 
. 
: 


rious ſubject, and profanely arrogating to 


88 —— — .qö - 


N 
N 
5 
? 


| 
? 


I 48-1 


clared that he is the Son of God, enforced 
the obligation of believing his religion, and 
cautioned men with the greateſt earneſtneſs, 
to avoid the judgment or condemnation of 
ſuch, as reject the way of ſalvation, which 
he publiſhed to the world. He that rejecteth 


me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that 


judgeth him : the word that I have ſpoken, the 
ſame ſhall judge him in the laſi day. And again, 


He that believeth not, doubtleſs from the in- 
fluence of corrupt prejudice and paſſion, i- 
condemned already, becauſe he bath not believed in 
the name of the only begotten Son of God. We 
ought therefore to exert candour and equity 


of mind in a careful inveſtigation of the 


truth, to receive and cheriſh it in a good and 
honeſt heart, and to improve it with that faith 
which worketh by love. The Apoſtle James 
juſtly rejects ſuch a faith, as is not accom- 
panied with ſuitable practice &. In the New 


Teſtament, however, faith generally compre- 


hends the whole duty of a Chriſtian. It 
implies ſomething more than a bare aſſent of 
the underſtanding to the objects of religion, 
or a ſpeculative belief of their truth. It is 
the work of God's Spirit convincing us of 
our fin and miſery, and enlightening our 
minds in the knowledge of Chriſt, and na- 
turally leads us to receive him in all his dif- 
terent offices of Prophet, Prieſt, and King. 
The faith of the Goſpel then reſts not in 
theory, but operates with energy upon the 
heart and behaviour, amidſt all the varieties 

| and 

James ii. 14. 17. 20. 26. 


and viciſſitudes of life. And, as faith en- 
lightens the underſtanding, and leads to the 
practice of true virtue, during the hazards 
of adverſity, as well as the allurements of 
proſperity, ſo the practice of true virtue 
ſtrengthens and eſtabliſhes the influence of 
faith. 5 

Now, though repentance cannot be e- 
ſteemed the higheſt degree of virtuous exer- 
tion in rational creatures; yet it tends to 
recover us from our former deviations, and to 
bring us back to our original rectitude. 
And the offender is bound to ſhew a ſacred 
regard to amendment, previouſly to the aſ- 
ſurance of pardon. The conſtitution of hu- 
man nature is ſuch, that every new tranſ- 
greſſion and omiſſion of duty, carry an in- 
creaſe of puniſhment to the boſom of the 
ignorant Indian, as well as of the enlight- 
ened Briton. | 

Indeed, never any one, who ſincerely de- 
fired to know and do the will of God, has 


been neglected by him. God is nigh unto all 


them, that call upon him. The ſecret of the Lord 
is with them, that fear him. In every nation, 


be that feareth God, and worketh righleouſneſs, is 


accepted with him *, Nevertheleſs, our de- 
gree of reformation will be proportionable 
to our knowledge of religious and moral 
truths, and our belief of the obligations re- 
ſulting. from them. And no man can be 
pertect in his ſcheme of re entance who is 
not aqtuiIted in his behaviour, by the princi- 
ples of Chriſtian faith. 


- Such 
* Pal, cxlv. 19 i4.; Acts x. 35. 
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Such a repentance as the Goſpel enjoins, 
denotes ſuch a change of mind, as produces 
a like change of life and converſation, ſuch 
an entire change, that, according to the lan- 
guage of Scripture, we may be ſaid to be 
born again. It implies a conviction that we 
have done amiſs, a conſciouſneſs of many 
frailties and imperfections. Hence follow 
ſhame and contrition for our former omiſ- 
fions and tranſgreſſions, a ſincere confeſſion 
of them to God, and an humble depreca- 
tion of the divine wrath and diſpleaſure. 
Hence ariſes a reſolution or purpoſe to ab- 
ſtain from them for the future, and to per- 
ſevere, through the aid of divine grace, in 
our beſt endeavours, to improve in virtuous 
| habits, and to perform the ſeveral duties 
incumbent on us. 

It implies, we have obſerved, a convic- 
tion that we have done amiſs, a conſciouſ- 
neſs of many frailties and imperfections. 
This conviction or conſciouſneſs ſuppoſes a 
previous knowledge, which is not to be ac- 
quired, but in conſequence of examining 
ourſelves. Self-examination is a duty re- 
commended by the wiſeſt and beſt heathens. 
* Every night, before you ſleep,” ſays one 
of them, © examine yourſelves what good 
e have done, and wherein ye have tranſ- 
“ greſled, run over theſe things, and if you 
have done evil, be troubled ; if good, re- 

i joice.” ' Surely ſuch an inquiry is ad- 
mirably calculated, to make us reverence 
the dignity of our nature. And the Gentiles 

which 
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which have not the law, are a law to themſelves, 
their conſciences bearing witneſs*, But the 
Goſpel-revelation 1s particularly given to us, 
as the rule of duty. We muſt recolle& not 
only our public behaviour, but the _ 
and motives of our actions, as diſtinctly a 

poſſible, compare them with the ſtandard of 
God's word, and paſs an impartial ſentence. 
Let every man repent of his own wickedneſs. 
We will be much better employed in ſearch- 
ing out our own faults, than in judging 
raſhly concerning others. A thorough con- 
viction of our vicious inclinations and ac- 
tual tranſgreſſions, will ſhew us that we 
need a Saviour, to reſcue us from our fallen 
condition, and to impart grace and aſſiſt- 
ance for our amendment. We muſt there- 


fore pray through faith in his name, 200 of 


God is made unto us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, 
and ſanctification, and redemption. We muſt 
watch and pray, that we may »be enabled 
more and more to die unto fin, and to live 
unto righteouſneſs. We muſt reſolve firmly, 
that though we have done iniquity, yet, through 
God's aſſiſtance, we will henceforth keep the 
commandments. 
To what purpoſe is the multitude of your ſa- 
crifices unto me? ſaith the Lord. Bring no more 
vain oblations, incenſe is an abomination unto me, 
the new moons and ſabbaths, the calling of aſ= 
ſembliet, I cannot away with, it it iniquity, even 
the ſolemn meeting. I, the light that is in you be 
darkneſs, how great is that darkneſs 2 Think 
not 


* Rom, ii. 14, 15. + Iſa. i. 11. 13.; Matt. vi. 23. 
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not that you can mock God, becauſe you 
may impoſe upon the world, or deceive 
yourſelves. He 1s not to be oratified with 
the feigned appearances of humility and de- 
votion, but requireth ruth in the inward parts. 
Ceaſe to do evil, learn io do well. 

Some have diſpoſitions more adapted to 
acts of piety, benevolence and ſobriety, than 
others. And where theſe diſpoſitions are not 
thwarted by a concurrence of adverſe cir- 
cumſtances, they will not fail to produce the 
fruits of wiſdom and rightcouſneſs. But 
the Deity made no man independent of his 
aid, and capable of improvement without 
the graces of his Spirit ; nor has he render- 
ed any unfit, to do all through his ſtrength, 
and to grow in grace, Vigilance and ex- 
ertion are duties incumbent on every one. 
And, let him that thinketh he flandeth, take heed 
left be fall. Have not all men ſome wrong 
bias or other? Juſt as the twig is bent, the 
tree is inclined, The thoughtleſs and diſ- 
ſipated paſs through life in a dream. And, 
though the ſeeds of vice thould be ſmall and 
languid, yet are we not apt to foſter them, 
through the contagion of bad example, till 
they ſhoot forth, wax luxuriant, and choke 
the growth of the good ſeed ! > Have not 
pride, anger, envy, malice, and irregular 
paſſion, had occaſionally dominion over us? 
Have not mankind, in all ages, been ſedu- 
ced too often by error, ſloth, and vice; and 
prompted by the dictates of corrupt nature, 
and the prevalence of bad example, to wan- 
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der in the paths that lead to perdition? For 
many walk, ſays the Apoſtle to the Philip- 
pians, in the ſame chapter from which the 


text is taken ; for many walk, f whom TI have 


told you often, and now tell you even weeping, 


that they are the enemies of the croſs of Chriſt. 


The Apoſtle affects no ſtoical apathy. He 
expreſſes an amiable earneſtneſs in caution- 


ing the Philippians, againſt the example of 
. thoſe, who declared their enmity both in 


principle and practice, againſt the nature 
and terms of that ſalvation, of which Chriſt 
has become the author unto all them that obey him. 
The infatuation and miſery of mankind 
drew tears from his eyes, as they had for- 
merly drawn them from the eyes of his di- 
vine Maſter. For many walk, of whom I have 
told you often, and now tell you even weeping, 
that they are the enemies of the crofs of Chriſt ; 
whoſe end is deſtruftion. From this expreſſion, 
ſome patrons of licentious principles may 
infer, that there are no future puniſhments 
of wicked men. But the word * in the ori- 
ginal language, is never underſtood to ſig- 
nify annihilation, or the loſs of being. And 
in the New Teſtament, it expreſſes a ſtate of 
incurable deſpair and endleſs miſery, the 


everlaſting agſtruction and perdition of ungodly 


men, in that lake which burneth with fire and 
brimſtone, where their worm aieth not, and the 


fire is not quenched. If iniquity, therefore, be 


in thine hand, put it far away, and let not 


 wwickedneſs dwell in thy tabernacle. 


We 
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We cannot indeed perſevere in perfect 
obedience; but if through ſurprize or the 
violence of temptation, we relapſe into for- 
mer follies and vices, we muſt repent and 
turn unto God ; determined through divine 
grace, to endeavour after new obedience, 
The commiſſion of this or the other ſin, 
will not exclude us from the compaſſion 
and forgiveneſs of our Maker. His mercy 
is not limited to any time, age or ſeaſon ; 
but, whenever the wicked man turneth away 


from the wickedneſs that he hath committed, and 


doth that which is lawful and right, he ſhall ſave 
his foul alive *, Let us therefore exhort one 
another daily, while it is called to-day, left any 
of us be hardened through the deceitfulneſs 4 fin. 
For every new tranſgreſſion of which we 
are guilty, ſtrengthens the impetuoſity of 
corrupt inclinations and paſſions, prompts 
us to multiply our offences, and ſolicits even 
to perpetrate iniquities of a ſcarlet or crim- 
ſon colour. What a world of miſchief has 
the gratification. of our luſts and appetites 
occaſioned ? How often have pride, avarice, 
and ſenſuality, operated ſo as to deſtroy the 
very baſis of repentance, and prompted 
mankind to reject the appointed means of 
reformation and forgiveneſs? And, though 
the vicious infidel ſhould at length believe 
and repent, yet, by perſevering for a length 
of time in a courſe of wickedneſs, he muſt have 
exaſperated his conſcience, and awakened the 
rage of furies in his breaſt, To reform his heart 

and 


* Ezek. xviii. 2. 
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PR conduct muſt be as difficult and arduous 


a taſk, as o pluck out a right eye, or to cut off a 
right hand. Be admonithed then to flee from 


fin, as from the face of a ſerpent, for if thou 


comeſl too near, it will bite thee : the teeth where- 


of are as the teeth of a lion, ſlaying the ſouls of _ 


men. All iniquity is gs a two-edged ſword, the 
wounds whereof cannot be healed. They that 
live after the fleſh, ſhall die ; they that ſow to 
the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruptien ; and 
they that do the works of the fleſh, ſhall not inherit 
the kingdom of God. But there is no condemna- 
tion to them that are in Chriſt Feſus, who walk not 
after the fleſh, but after the Spirit k.. Be not 
therefore conformed to this world : but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of the mind, that ye 
may prove what 1s that good, and acceptable, and 


Perfect will of God. Be diligent in managing 


your peculiar buſineſs ; be faithful in diſ- 


charging the reſpective duties incumbent on 


you, in the diftcrent ſtations and relations 
wherein you ſtand. And when ye taſte of 
the comforts of life, beware, leſt ye be ſul- 
lied with the vices of the world; remem- 
ber, that ye are here but pilgrims and ſtrangers. 
We cannot attain to a religious ſtate, unleſs 
we ſtudy aſſiduouſly to lay afide every weight, 
and the fin which doth ſo eafily beſet us, and run 
with patience the race that is ſet before us. 

'Thus we have attempted to open up the 
Goſpel-icheme, by illuſtrating God's good- 
neſs towards us, and our duty towards God, 
under four propoſitions, We confined the 
illuſtration 


* Rom, viii. T. 
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illuſtration of the fourth propofition to faith 
and repentance, which are equivalent to the 
knowledge ſpoken of in the text. It has 
been our object to explain the nature of 
theſe graces, to ſhew that they are announ- 
ced in the Goſpel, as abſolutely requiſite for 
promoting the progreſſive improvement of 
Chriſtians, and accompliſhing the end of 
our holy religion; and to enforce the ob- 
ligation of them from that view. 

So ample a diſcuſſion of the firſt and moſt 
general ſource of gain mentioned in the 
text, anticipates in ſome meaſure the illu- 
{tration of the remaining heads of diſcourſe. 


Yea doubileſs, ſays the Apoſtle, and I count all 


things but loſs, for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Chriſt Feſus my Lord ; that I may know him ; 
e then adds, and the power of his reſurrection. 


II. This leads us to the ſecond ſource of 
gain, which the true Chriſtian prefers to any 
worldly advantage whatever ; That he may 
know the power of Chriſt's reſurrection. 

The reſurrection of Chriſt is the great hinge, 
on which he himſelf makes the evidence of 
his divine miſſion to turn. And do you 
think, that any impoſtor would chooſe to 
adopt from the beginning, ſuch a plan as 
made his ſufferings and death eſſential to his 
miſſion ? Do you ſuppoſe, that any enthuſiaſt 
could behave in ſo calm and prudent a man- 
ner, or deliver ſo rational a ſyſtem of doc- 
trines and precepts, as our Lord did? And 
can the evidence for any particular fact be 

conceived 
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conceived to be more unqueſtionable, than 
the evidence for our Lord's reſurrection ? 
On the third day, whereon he foretold that 
he would riſe again, his ſepulchre was found 
to be empty. The ſoldiers indeed, who 
guarded the ſepulchre, ſaid, that his diſciples 
came by night, and flole away his body, whilft 
they were afleeþp. It is highly improbable, 
however, that the whole guard ſhould have 

been aſleep, at one and the ſame time. But 
it is abſolutely impoſſible for them to have 
known, that His diſciples came and flole away his 
body, if, according to their own account of 
the matter, their ſenſes were locked up in 
| ſleep. We learn from Scripture, that our 
Lord, after his reſurrection, was ſeen upon 
ſeveral occaſions, and among others, by above 

[ five hundred brethren at once *, Beſides, his A- 
| poſtles, the witneſſes of his reſurrection, eat and 
drank with him, touched and handled him, 
walked and converſed with him, for the ſpace 
of forty days, and at length ſaw him taken up; 
aud a cloud received him out of their fight f. 
The truth of our Lord's aſcenſion and exal- 
tation to the. right hand of God, and conſe- 
quently of his reſurrection, the Apoſtle Pe- 
ter avouches to the unbelieving Jews, in the 
moſt direct terms, and places beyond doubt, 
by an unanſwerable argument. To con- 
vince you, ſays he, that Jeſus is exalted to the 
right hand of God, and hath received of the Fa- 
ther the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, he hath ſhed 
5 fortb 


* x Cor. xv. 6. + Acts xk. 41. i. 3. 9. 
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' forth this which ye now ſee and hear *, He en- 
abled the Apoſtles to diſcourſe on religious 
ſubjects, in languages which they had no op- 
portunity of . learning, With what labour 
and difficulty is the knowledge of foreign 
languages acquired? How much time and 
practice are requiſite, to make us ſpeak them 
with tolerable fluency ? yet no ſooner were 
illiterate men filled with the Holy Ghoſt, than 
they ſpake in living languages, and fo accu- 
rately as to be underſtood by the natives of 
many different and diſtant countries; for 
they heard them ſpeak in their own tongues the 
wonderful works of God f. This miracle 
mentioned by the Apoſtle, was doubtleſs 
ſufficient for his purpoſe, and fully proved 
the truth of his aſſertion. But Peter adds 
another proof equally ſtrong and concluſive; 
Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 


name of Feſus Chriſt, and ye ſhall receive the gift 
of the Holy Ghoſt J. 


The wiſdom of the Creator of all things 
ſhines conſpicuous, whether we conſider the 
nature of this gift, as qualifying the firſt 
preachers to publiſh the Goſpel to all the 
world, or the ſuitableneſs of the ſeaſon 
when it was conferred. Yea the infidel 
himſelf cannot ſurely have the effrontery 
to afhrm, that there was any unneceſſary 
expence, any waſte of power, in conferring 
the gift of tongues, at a ſeaſon when the 
wall of partition was broken down, and 

the 


, Acts ii. 33. + Acts ii. 1, 2. to the 12th verſe. 
4 Acts ii. 38. 
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the Moſaic ceconomy was to give place to 
a more perfect diſpenſation under the Meſ- 
ſiah, deſigned to be univerſal. 

After examining ſuch a ſeries of evidence, 
no candid inquirer can doubt the teſtimony 
of the Apoſtles, who had no temporal in- 
tereſt as their object, in declaring the truth 
of their Lord's reſurrection; but were o 
poſed by the united efforts both of civil and 
eccleſiaſtic powers. Well then might our 
Saviour ſay ; The men of Nineveh ſhall rife up 
in the judgment with this generation, and ſhall 
condemn it. But the reſurrection of Chriſt, 
and his aſcenſion into heaven, that he might 
be exalted to the right hand of God, carry 
our attention forward to his ſecond coming. 
Scripture aſſures us, that whilf the Apoſtles 
looked ſtedfaſtly towards heaven, as he went up, 
behold two men ſtood by them in white apparel, 
which alſo faid, Ye men of Galilee, why fland 
ye gazing up into heaven? This fame TFeſus 
which is taken up from you into heaven, ſpall 
fo come in like manner as ye have ſeen him go into 
heaven *. How amazing was the conde- 
ſcenſion of the Son of God to become man! 
The world ſhall fee at length, what a great 
and excellent perſon he is, who took upon him 
the form of a ſervant. The Father hath gi- 
ven him authority to execute judgment, becauſe he 
is the Son of man f. There are not wanting 
indeed evidences of another life, from na- 
tural reaſon. 'The ſoul, upon the moſt care- 
ful inquiry, ſeems to be an active, ſimple, 

uncompounded 
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uncompounded ſubſtance; has an inherent 
deſire of immortality, and is capable of per- 
petual improyement, and progreſs to per- 
fection. Upon the diſſolution of the body 
the mode of our exiſtence will doubtleſs 
be changed. But ſurely, an immaterial ſub- 
ſtance may exiſt, without connection with 
body. We reſt not the matter however up- 
on any hypothetical reaſoning, or abſtruſe 
point in philoſophy, but upon a plain fact. 
God hath appointed a day, in which he will 
judge the world in righteouſneſs, by that Man 
whom he hath ordained, whereof be hath given af- 
urance unto all men, in that he bath raiſed him 
from the dead *. 

The reſurrection of Chriſt gives a ſanction 
to his declaration, that the Father hath com- 
mitted all judgment unto the Son F ; and carries 
in it the force of a demonſtration, that he 
is able to execute this important office. And 
whatever difficulties may ariſe, from con- 
ſidering a mere ſpirit as reſponſible for the 
actions of the man, they are all obviouſly 
out of the queſtion. - At our Lord's ſecond 
coming, we ſhall be the very ſame perſons 
that we now are, and, conſcious of our iden- 
tity, ſhall feel ourſelves to be happy or mi- 
ſerable in proportion as we are now righte- 
ous or wicked. | 

Men may indeed know the hiſtory of the 
Goſpel, without having the experience or 
conſciouſneſs of that influence, which the 
reſurrection of Chriſt, as an object of faith, 

H leading 
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leading the attention of his true followers to 
his ſecond coming, has upon their minds, 
hearts, and lives. This experience or con- 
ſciouſneſs of influence, is not to be acquired 
merely from conſidering the particular event 
as an object of rational inquiry, but de- 
pends upon the application which the di- 
vine Spirit makes of it to the ſouls of be- 


lievers. It is indeed eſſential to our very 


idea of God, that he is holy, juſt, and good; 
that he loves virtue, and hates vice; that he 


will finally countenance the one, and teſtify 
his diſapprobation of the other. If there is 


a God, (and that there is, all Nature cries 
aloud through all her works,) he muſt de- 
light in virtue. That all things ſhould come 
alike unto all, or, that the righteous ſhould 
be as the wicked, cannot be conſiſtent with 
the rectitude of God's government: Shall 
not the Fudge of all the earth do right? The 
conſideration, that the world is ſubje& to 
the moral government of God, affords a 
proof, that every man capable of diſtinguiſh- 
ing between right and wrong, and of making 
a proper choice, ſhall receive at length ac- 


_ cording to his works. But the Goſpel hath 


brought life and immortality clearly to light *. 
'Through the application of the Spirit, the 
reſurrection of Chriſt raiſes in us a high eſti- 
mation of the excellency of his power, and 
gives juſt ground for our faith and hope. 
Hence it is, that believers feel the greateſt 
ſatisfaction in conſequence of good behavi- 


our, 


* 2 Tim. i. 10. 
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our, and have an inward aſſurance, that 
though their outward condition be incon- 
venient for the preſent, yet all things work 
together for their good. Supported by ſuch a 
faith, they betray no ſymptoms of a weak 
or vulgar, of a diſcompoſed or irregular 
mind ; but ſuffer in a good cauſe with a 
calm unruffled temper, and endure the 
harſheſt treatment with ſingular fortitude 
and magnanimity. 'They are perſuaded, 
that the wiſdom and goodneſs of the Crea- 
tor and Governor of all things, will be diſ- 
played in vindicating their cauſe hereafter; 
that the folly, violence, and injuſtice of proud, 
turbulent, vindictive, and malevolent ſpirits, 
can diſturb their happineſs in the preſent 
ſtate only; but that reaſon, virtue, and re- 
ligion muſt be regarded in the life to come. 
Hence, they cannot be moved to depart from 
the practice of virtue, by the party heat and 
violence of contending fellow-citizens, nor 
by the preſence of a threatening tyrant ; but 
though the whole world were hurled into 
confuſion, would maintain their integrity 
with an undaunted foul. Their attention 
is directed to a future ſtate of exiſtence, to 
the things that are unſcen and eternal, and not to 
the things that are ſeen and temporal. Living 
under the power and influence of the world 
to come, they have the ſame mind in them hat 
was alſo in Chriſt Feſus. They apply their 
hearts unto tbe iſdom which is from above; 
and add to their faith the Chriſtian graces, 
tranſplanting them one by one into _ 

ives. 
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lives. Their converſation or citizenſhip is in 
heaven, from whence a iſo they look for the Savi- 
our. 

And doubtleſs, ſuch minds, hearts and 
lives, are abſolutely requiſite to fit us for a 
ſtate of happineſs hereafter. Were it poſ- 
ſible for the enemies of virtue to enter hea- 
ven, they could find no happineſs there. 
The ſociety of the bleſſed is by no means 
ſuited to their unhallowed paſſions, inclina- 
tions and purſuits. The ſlaves of vice muſt 
have their correſponding delights and com- 
panions. What could pure ſocial comforts 
avail them? They muſt look with a diſſatiſ- 
fied eye on every object around them. Were 


they to travel through the unclouded regions 


of eternal day: Were they to e the King in 
bis beauty, in the amiable harmony of his 
glorious perfections: Were they to join the 


- celeſtial inhabitants who ref from their la- 


bours, and bloom in the vigour of immortal 
youth: They could not but prefer the ſoli- 
tude of the deſert to ſuch delightful man- 
ſions, and ſo venerable a ſociety. They who 
live in any country, muſt conform ta the 


manners and cuſtoms of its inhabitants. 


They who are citizens of the New Jeruſalem, 
muſt all be holy, for none but the righteous 
can dwell there. Here then let us fix for 
the mark or criterion, by which every one 
may judge of the hope that is in him. Grace 


begun here, ſhall terminate in glory here- 


after. And, he that in earneſt believes the 
promiſe, will be as active in his repentance, 
as 


L I 


as he is ſerious in his hope. Through the 
application of the Spirit, the reſurrection of 
Chriſt, the ground of our faith and hope, 
will purify us from all filthineſs of the fleſh and 
ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in the fear of God. 
Scripture indeed aſſures us, that ſcoffers ſhall 
appear in the laſt days, ſaying, Where is the pro- 
miſe of his coming But one day is with the Lord 
as a thouſand years, and a thouſand years are as 
one day. The Lord is not ſlack concerning his 
promiſe, (as ſome count flackneſs ), but. is long- 
ſuffering to us, not willing that any ſhould periſh, 
but that all ſhould come to repentance *. | 
Let this much ſuffice to open up and un- 
fold the ſecond ſource of gain mentioned in 
the text, which the true Chriſtian prefers to 
any worldly advantage whatever, that he 
way know the power of Chriſt's reſurrection. 
If Chriſt be not riſen, then the preaching of ſal- 
vation through his name zs vain, and the 
faith of Chriſtians it alſo vain. But now is 
Chriſt riſen from the dead, and become the firſt 
fruits of them that ſlept 7. Through the ap- 
plication of the Spirit, the refurrection of 
Chriſt leads the attention of his true fol- 
lowers to a future and eternal ſtate, and 
thereby produces in them correſponding 
heavenly tempers, hearts and lives. 


III. But in illuſtrating the nature of the 
Chriſtian religion, diſtinguiſhed for inculca- 
ting meek and ſuffering virtues, we cannot 

omit the third ſource of happineſs mentioned " 
in 


2 pet. iii. 3, 4. 8, 9. + 1 Cor, xv. 14. 20. 
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in the text, which the true Chriſtian prefers 
to any worldly advantage whatever; That 
he may know the fellowſhip of Chriſt's ſufferings, 
being made conformable unto his death. 

The ſufferings of Chriſt regard every thing 
cruel and ignominious undergone by him, 
from his birth to his grave, and imputed to 
us for our juſtification, More eſpecially, 
they regard the wrath of God, which ſhould 
have deſcended on us, and was poured forth 
on him as our expiatory ſacrifice. We may 
give greater latitude, however, to the idea 
expreſſed by Chriff's ſufferings. The language 
of Scripture ſeems to authorize a more gene- 
ral {ignification. The phraſe expreſſes not 


only ſuch perſonal ſufferings as he endured 


on earth ; but refers often to the ſufferings 
undergone by his body, the Church, of which he 
is the Head. Hence the Apoſtle to the Coloſ- 


ſians ſpeaks ; Who now rejoice in my ſufferings 


for you, and fill up that which is behind of the af- 
fliftions of Chriſt in my fleſh, for his body's ſake, 


which is the Church*. We underſtand the 
text chiefly in this laſt ſenſe, but do not ex- 


_ clude either of the two former meanings; 


becauſe, doubtleſs true Chriſtians have fel- 
lowſhip or communion in the bleſſings of 
that ſalvation purchaſed for them, by their 
Lord's perſonal ſufferings and death. And 
they know the fellowſhip of Chriſts ſufferings, 
not with a bare ſpeculative knowledge and 
belief of their ſhare or communion in that 
redemption, which Chriſt has bought for 

them 

* Col. i. 24. 
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them by his perſonal ſufferings. They re- 
queſt God the Father of glory, to give them the 
ſpirit of wiſdom, and to enlighten the eyes of 
their underſtanding ; and have ſuch a practical 
knowledge of fellowſhip or communion in Chriſt's 
ſufferings, that they are able to give a reaſon 
of the hope that is in them. They continue, 
through divine aid, to uſe the proper means 
for promoting their growth in grace, till they 
all come in the unity of the faith, and of the know- 
ledge of the Son of Gud, unto a perfect man, unto 
the meaſure of the flature of the fulneſs of Chriſt x. 
Bleſſed are ye, ſays Jeſus, when men ſhall revile 
you, and perſecute you, and ſay all manner of evil 
againſt you falſely for my ſake : Rejoice, and be 
_ exceeding glad, for great is your reward in hea- 
ven, Theſe things, ſays he to his diſciples up- 
on another occafion, have 1 ſpoken unto you, 
that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye 
ſhall have tribulation ; but be of good cheer, I 
have overcome the world. Supported by ſuch 
aſſurances, and animated by divine grace, 
the Apoſtles and other Martyrs gloried even 
in tribulation. They were, as Paul expreſſeth 
it, ſorrowful, yet always rejoicing ; troubled on 
every fide, yet not diſtreſſed; perplexed, but not 
in deſpair , as having nothing, yet poſſeſſing all 
things. But let none of you ſuffer as a murderer, 
or as a thief, or as an evil doer, or as a buſy body 
in other men's matters. Yet if any man ſuffer as 
a Chriſtian, let him not be aſhamed ; but let him 
glorify God on that behalf f. Conſider how 
| Mofes, 


* Eph. iv. 13. 
+ 2 Cor. vi. 10. ; iv. 8.; 1 Pet. iv. 15, 16. 
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Moſes, when. he came to years, refuſed to be called 
the fon of Pharaoh's daughter. Compare the 
number of years during which this venerable 
Prophet ſuffered afli#10n, with the great num- 
ber of years which have paſt ſince. His 
troubles on earth were of ſhort duration, in 
compariſon of the time during which he has 
enjoyed the recompence of reward, and in com- 
pariſon of an eternity of happineſs, And 
our light affiiftion, ſays the Apoſtle, which ts 
but for a moment, worketh for us a far more ex- 
ceeding, and an eternal weight of glory *. Jeſus 
himſelf, the great Captain of our ſalvation, un- 
derwent the moſt dreadful ſufferings, for 
this reaſon among others, to leave us an ex- 
ample that we ſhould follow his fleps ; and re- 
goice inaſmuch as we are partakers of his ſuffer- 
ings, that when his glory ſhall be revealed, we 
may be glad with exceeding joy F. 

And can there be a ſtronger bond of uni- 
on, than that which ariſes from a practical 


knowledge of fellowſhip or communion, in 


our Lord's ſufferings? There is doubtleſs a 
principle of ſympathy in human nature, that 
leads us to have fellowſhip with others, in 
every accident through life, to which they 
are obnoxious. When we attend to the ori- 
gin and progreſs of our feelings, we find that 
we are framed in ſuch a manner, as to enter 
into the concerns of others, 10 rejoice wwith 


them that do rejoice, and to weep with them 
that 


* 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
+ 1 Pet. it. 21.; iv. 13. 


t 


that weeſ * Such is the original conſtitution 
of mankind. And doubtleſs, to ſhew that we 
have a practical knowledge of fellowſhip or 
communion with another in adverſity, is a 
much ſurer criterion of friendſhip, than to 
declare attachment to him in his proſperity. 

And, where the caſe is uncommonly piteous, 
the mind that is not perverted and callous to 
humane ſenſations, is made captive at once, 
and has no power to make reſiſtance. Should 
ſomething adverſe then befal another for 
whom we have ſincere attachment, Would 
we not at once enter into his ſituation and 
feelings? Would we not participate with 
ſenſible pleaſure in his adverſity, and rejoice . 
that we had an opportunity of wy ing 

an experimental knowledge of n or 
communion in his ſufferings? 

And were we to ſuppoſe, that we derive 
no benefit through the ſufferings of Jeſus : 
Were we to conſider him only as a mere 
man, advanced in conſequence of his extra- 
ordinary virtue to the right hand of God, 
and crowned with glory and honour : Were 
we to think maturely of his humility, pati- 
ence, forgiveneſs, and benevolence ; his noble 
contempt of power and riches, and of 'that 
empty applauſe which the folly of one part 
of mankind beſtows upon the wickedneſs of 
another: Were we to recollect with due at- 
tention his undaunted reſolution in adhering 

* to 


a The words in the original language are: vag here ve 


r K xAαν,ſ pre t; and ſome fuch word as 9 is un; 
derſtood. 
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to the practice of univerſal goodneſs, and 


his unſhaken zeal in maintaining the truth: 


Could we help feeling in the ſufferings ap- 


pointed for one of ſo high a character? 
Might we not rejoice juſtly, upon having an 
experimental knowledge of felloxw/hip or com- 
munion in the afflictions and miſeries under- 
gone by him, who in the loweſt view, was 
evidently more excellent than the ſons of 
men? Remember, however, all ye friends of 
religion and virtue, that Jeſus the Son of 
God has not only ſhown himſelf the chief 
among ten thouſand, and tranſcendently excel- 
lent ; but beſides, has laid you under obliga- 
tions ſpecial and infinite, which you can ne- 
ver poſſibly diſcharge. Remember, that he 
has made ſatisfaction for your ſins, paid the 
price of your redemption, and accompliſhed 
your reconciliation with God. Reflect, that 
he has wrought this important work, by veil- 
ing his divinity with human nature ; by un- 
dergoing the wrath of God, which ſhould have 
deſcended on guilty men ; by ſubmitting to 
the inſults and cruelty of men, for whoſe 
everlaſting advantage his ſufferings were cal- 
culated. Attend to theſe conſiderations, and 
can you forbear to rejoice in an experimen- 
tal knowledge of fellowſhip or communion in 
your Lord's ſufferings ? | 


The cruel and ignominious death of the - 
croſs which Jeſus ſuffered, was uſually in- 
flicted on none, but the loweſt and vileſt of 
malefactors. The criminal was commonly 
firſt ſcourged, and then nailed to the _ 

e 
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ſed tree, Pilate having confirmed the ſen- 
tence paſſed againſt him by the chief prieſts 
and elders, in conformity to this cuſtom, or- 
dered him to be ſtourged, and then delivered 
him up to be cruct — Thus Jeſus took our 
iniquities upon him. He ſuffered upon the 
croſs for all, and all are ſaid to be crucified 
with him. He, as the writer of the epiſtle 
to the Hebrews informs us, taſted death for 
every man. And it 1s an inference drawn by 
the Apoſtle ; that if one died for all, then were 
all dead. And the way of attaining unto the 
benefits purchaſed by the death of Chriſt, as 
we learn from the laſt clauſe of the text, is 
by being made conformable unto his death. 
Doubtleſs, Saint Paul means ſuch conformity 
to the death of Jeſus, as required the Apoſtles 
and firſt Chriſtians, to vindicate the truth of 
the Goſpel, at the expence of their lives. 
Accordingly, this faithful champion of the 
Croſs, as well as moſt of his fellow-labourers, 
ſuffered death for this very purpoſe. We 
find the good Apoſtle rejoicing in ſuch a 
proſpect, with triumphant hope, a little be- 
fore he was beheaded, by the order of the 
Emperor Nero. I am now, lays he, ready to 
be offered up, and the time of my departure is af 
hand. I have fought the good fight, I have finiſh- 
ed my courſe „ have kept 25 faith. Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, 
which the Lord the righteous Fudge ſhall give me 
zn that day. And ſurely, the greater our con- 
formity to Chriſt is, the more ſecure is our 
hope here, and the more perfect ſhall be our 
happineſs | 
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happineſs hereafter. F we be dead with him, 
we ſhall alſo live with him: If we ju Mer, We 
ſhall alſo reign with him. 
We are not indeed called upon, in the 
preſent times, to ſubmit unto ſcourging, im- 
priſonment, and death, in behalf of our re- 
ligion; and, therefore, the idea of confor- 
mity to the death of Chriſt, which corre- 
ſponds with our fituation, falls ſhort of, and 
is different from the idea juſt now given. 
But with reſpect to conformity to the death 
of Chriſt, we are ſaid to be buried with him 
by baptiſm into his death, when through bap- 
tiſm we put off the old man, which is corrupt 
according to deceitful lufls ; that we may put on 
the new man, which Nr God is created in righ- 
 teouſneſs and true holineſs *. 
jt may be aſked now ; why ſhould not the 
belief of Chriſtianity produce the ſame ſteady 
courſe of piety, devotion, charity, tempe- 
rance, patience, and virtue, for which its pri- 
mitive converts were eminently diſtinguiſh- 
ed? The true anſwer to ſuch a queſtion is ;- 
that it is not altogether believed, perhaps too 
often, that 1t is almoſt entirely diſbelieved. 
hey that are whole need not a pbyſician; but 
they that are fick ;, for Chriſt came not to call the 
righteous, but ſinners to repentance F. See then, 
that ye uſe your beſt endeavours, to forward 
the merciful purpoſe, for which the Goſpel 
was publiſhed to the world. See, that ye 

walk not in the vanity of your minds, wa 
your underflanding: darkened, and alienated from 
God. 


* Col. ii. 12.; Eph. iv. 22. 24. + Luke v. at, 32, 
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Cod. Let not your ſouls cleave to duſt, as if 


you were ſtrangers to the covenant 4 promiſe. 
Let not ſenſual appetite be the ruling prin- 


ciple of your conduct, as if you were the ſer- 
wants of fin. But mort 925 your corrupt incli- 
nations, and reſtrain the gratification of them, 
that ye may be alive unto God through Chrift 
Feſus your Lord. 

When we enter upon a religious courſe, 
right behaviour is accompanied with great 
inward ſtruggles. But conſider the intole- 
rable drudgery of folly and vice. How ſer- 
vile is the condition of ſuch as live without 
God in the world! Reflect on the other hand, 
that the practice of virtue becomes oradual- 
ly more eaſy, yea, at length, delightful and 
pleaſant ; and invites us to perſevere, amidſt 
all ſurrounding difficulties, By this argu- 
ment, the inſpired philoſopher exhorts his 
pupil to the ſtudy of heavenly wiſdom. 


When wiſdom, ſays he, entereth into thine heart, 


and knowledge is Pleaſant unto thy ſoul, di iſcretion 


Hall preſerve thee, underſtanding ſhall keep thee : 


To deliver thee from the way of the evil man, 
from the man that ſpeaketh froward things : To 
deliver thee from the ſtrange woman, even from 
the flranger that flattereth with her words x. One 
half of ſuch as fall into wrong habits, do fo 
from mere thoughtleſſneſs and diſlipation. 
The other half go along with them, partly 
from the ſame cauſe, and partly from eaſi- 

neſs of temper. 
How difficult and arduous muſt it appear 


to 


* Prov. ii. 10, 11, 12. 16. 
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to ſubdue bad habits, and to purify the 
heart? But balance this difficulty, with the 
advantages reſulting from avoiding every 
thing wrong, and learning 20 do well. Self. 
denial deprives vicious affections of that 
ſtrength, which they would acquire from 
finful gratifications. Though abſtinence 
from vice, and a right outward behaviour, 
cannot take away vicious affections ; yet if 
we perſevere in ſincere endeavours, to ac- 
compliſh this end, they will prove a good 
preparative for the grace needed to extirpate 
them, and renew the heart. Perhaps, in- 
deed, after our utmoſt efforts, the imagina- 
tions of our hearts may be inclined too much 
unto evil. But what ground of conſolation 
is it to think, that the moſt valuable produc- 
tions in nature are not always moſt forward 
in their growth, nor do they ſooneſt arrive 
at perfection? And may not a like progreſs 
take place in the kingdom of grace? How- 
ever ſlow or difficult our advances in religion 
may be, we ought not to be diſcouraged. 
It is requiſite, that we adhere with bravery 
and reſolution, unto @ patient continuance in 
rell. doing. It cannot be denied, however, 
that a Chriſtian may be overpowered, by the 
irregularity of imagination, and the diſorder 
of paſſion; and, though he muſt be free 
from any perverſeneſs, or habit of evil, yet 
his actions may occaſionally contradict his 
principles. But we may as well ſay, that we 
are alive to this world, and can do the buſi- 
neſs of life, after our death and interment ; 

as 
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as that we are Chriſtians, when we are dead 
in the ſenſe of the Goſpel, by continuing to 
live in fin. They that are Chriſt's, or that are | 
alive to him, have crucified the fleſh, with the 

affeftions and lafls. They have laid aſide all 

malice, and all guile, and bypocrifies, and envies 3 

and are even ſaid to have put on Chrift, from 

the ſimilitude of will and affections, that ex- 

iſts between Chriſt and his members x. Let 

not fin, therefore, reign in your mortal bodies, that 

ye ſhould obey it in the luſit thereof: Neither yield 

ye your members, as inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs 

unto fin, But put on (as the ele of God holy and 

beloved) bowels of mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of 

mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering ; and above all 

theſe things, put on charity, which it the bond of 
perfefineſs. To no purpoſe ſhall we call Jeſus 

Lord, unleſs we do the things, which he com- 

mands us. To no — ſhall we imagine, 

that our peace is made with heaven, through the 

blood of his croſs, unleſs on earth we follow 

peace with all men, and that univerſal holineſs, 

without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord. 

And this, we imagine, to be a juſt account 
of the third ſource of happineſs mentioned 
in the text, which the true Chriſtian prefers 
to any worldly advantage whatever; That he 
may know the fellowſhip of Chriſt's ſufferings, 
being made conformable unto his death. 

It may be proper however to obſerve, 
that, though it is the duty of every Chri- 
ſtian, to bear witneſs unto the truth, whatever 
may be the event; yet he ought not to ex- 


poſe 


Gal. iii. 27. 
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poſe himſelf wantonly to ſufferings ; but to 
avoid with circumſpection, n af- 
flict ions, miſeries, and death. 

When the Phariſees held a council againſt Je- 
ſus, how they might defiroy him; the ſacred 
hiſtorian informs us, that he withdrew himſelf 
from them . It was only when his hour was 
come, that he fell an eaſy victim into their 
hands. And, though he was eminent for 
his meek and ſuffering virtnes ; yet he has 
exemplified a noble ſcorn, againſt the mean- 
neſs of ſuch as have one thing ready upon 
their tongue, and another thing ſhut up in 
their heart; and occaſionally reprehended 
with prudence and reſolution, the wicked 
hypocritical behaviour of factious, licentious, 
and ſelf-intereſted men. The ſcribes and the 
Phariſees, ſays our Lord, fit in Moſes ſeat. 
All therefore whatſoever they bid you. obſerve, 
that obſerve and do; but do not ye after their 
works : for they ſay and do not F 

And thus we 4% iel the illuſtration 
of the three ſources of gain, in compariſon 
of which, the worthy Apoſtle eſteemed all 
other reliances, privileges, and attainments, 
but loſs; and which every true Chriſtian 
prefers to any worldly advantage what- 
ever. 

But to give a complete view of Goſpel- 
morality, we ſhall now make ſuch remarks 
as ſhew, that patriotiſm and friendſhip are 
perfectly conſiſtent with the ſpirit and genius 
of our holy religion. As to patriotiſm, it 

is 


* Matt. xii. 14, 15. + Matt. xxiii. 2, 3 
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is to be obſerved, that the great Author of 
the Chriſtian inſtitution never encouraged 
the diſplay of ſuch a hardy one, as prevail - 
ed long ago at Sparta, and diveſted its inha- 
bitants of natural affection. Neither has 
he authoriſed that kind of patriotiſm, which 
has inſtigated powerful ſtates, cloaked under 
the profeſſion of his religion, to proſecute 
ſuch public meaſures as tend to ſubvert the 
laws of juſtice, and to deſtroy the diſtinctions 
between right and wrong. He has incul- 
cated ſuch a patriotiſm only, as leads us to 
make no undue preferences; and has taught 
us to account mankind, and act towards 
them, according to the different relations 
wherein they ſtand. He requires us to e- 
ſteem parents and kindred ; our own family, 
our acquaintances, and countrymen ; and 
to perform good offices towards them. He 
exemplified due ſubmiſſion to civil govern- 
ment, and enjoined his followers to obſerve 
a ſimilar conduct. Render to Cz/ar, ſays he, 
the things that are Czſar's, and to God the things 
that are God's *. And, though his laſt ſuf- 
ferings were juſt at hand, whereby he was 
to become a propitiation for the fins of rhe 
whole world, yet foreſeeing the dreadful 
calamities, which ſhould befal that province 
of the empire wherein he was born, in con- 
ſequence of rejecting him as the Meſſiah, 
from the evil heart of unbelief, with what di- 
vine compaſſion does he exelaim, for the 
fate of unhappy Jeruſalem! O Feru/alem, 

K Feruſulem, 
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Feruſalem, thou that killeſt the Pa and 
floneſt them that are ſent unto thee, how often 
would I have gathered thy children, as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and Je 
would not 

The Apoſtle Paul, in the ſpirit of his di- 
vine Maſter, enjoins the ſubjects of every 
government, to be peaceable and quiet; to 
attend carefully to the duties of their ſeve- 
ral ſtations ; and to obey the equitable laws 
of the reigning powers, which. providence 
has placed over them, as the guardians of 
their civil and religious rights, and the pro- 
tectors of their national property and poſ- 
ſeſſions. Let every ſoul be ſubjett unto the higher 
powers ; for there is no power but of God: the 
powers that be, are ordained of God. Whoſoever 
therefore refiſteth the power, refiſteth the ordi- 
nance of God: for rulers are not a terror to 
good works, but to the evil f. 

Again, as to friendſhip, it merits atten- 
tion, that, though the Goſpel authoriſes us 
to exerciſe univerſal benevolence, and to 
perform good offices to all men, yet it re- 
quires us to hate their vices, with a perfect 
deteftation, and to ſhun the company of the 
immoral, as much as poſſible; for evil com- 
munications corrupt good manners J. We may 
reaſonably ſuppoſe indeed, that no man 
whatever is completely wicked. We can- 
not help pitying the condemned criminal ; 
though we * allow that his pardon is in- 

conſiſtent 
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conſiſtent with the welfare of ſociety. But 
it is impoſſible for a man of virtue, to che- 
riſh ſentiments of complacency to any other, 
whoſe good qualities do not counterbalance 
his bad. Jeſus, the Friend of mankind and 
virtue, gave no quarter to ſuch coalitions, 
as ariſe in the world, from confederacies in 
. vice, leagues of pleaſure, or undue regards 
to ſelf-intereſt. He has exemplified a high 
approbation and love of moral excellence, 
a ſingular regard to the amiable diſplay of 
virtuous ſentiments, affections, and manners; 
and adviſes his true followers, to cultivate 
intimate ſociety with ſuch alone, as attend to 
the weigbtier matters of the law, mercy, judgment, 
and faith. When our friendſhip ariſes from 
the union of piety, devotion, temperance, 
ſobriety, juſtice, charity, generoſity, and be- 
neficence, aſſembled together in the ſame 
character, it cannot be too ſtrong. It ſtands 
upon a ſure baſis, and is inconſiſtent with 
that envy and malice, which the ſelfiſh che- 
riſn in their hearts, againſt ſuch as thwart 
their party-meaſures. F any man will come after 
me, ſays our Lord, let him deny himſelf *. He 
muſt mortify every unreaſonable ſelfiſn de- 
ſire; and feel charity to all mankind, par- 
ticularly a high eſteem and approbation of 
thoſe, whoſe manners are marked with true 
virtue and goodneſs. And, however ſtrong 
our attachments to ſuch may be, yet they 
are equal and right, not appropriating our 
kind affections, and exertions, which are to 

be 
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be extended in different degrees to all man- 
kind. The Goſpel indeed requires us to ex- 
erciſe the principle of reſentment, for the 
purpoſe of reſiſting others, in wicked enter- 
prizes, and correcting an exceſſive tender- 
neſs of nature, however amiable it may be, 
that our good may not be evil ſpoken of. Our 
obligation to benevolence, however, is not 
deſtroyed by injury, but extends even to 

enemies, to the unkind and unthankful. 
ye love them which love you, what thanks have 

ye? for finners alſo love thoſe that love them * 
Before we conclude the ſubject, we hall 
give a ſhort and general illuſtration of the 
happy conſequences reſulting from the mo- 

ral or practical tendency of the Goſpel. 
When we conſider the ſtate of the world, 
and the nature of man, we ſhall find, that 
a certain degree of virtuous exertions is pre- 
ferable, upon every ſuppoſition, to immoral 
conduct or behaviour. Even the man, who 
believes that there is no God, and who 1s 
bliad to the beauty of true virtue, will be 
prompted occaſionally, at leaſt, to practiſe 
the duties of ſobriety, contentment, juſtice, 
and humanity, from views of private inte- 
reſt and conveniency. And, as man cannot 
ſubſiſt, without forming connections in ſo- 
ciety, ſo the very exiſtence of ſociety de- 
pends upon order and regularity, upon the 
performance of juſt and kind offices to one 
another. But * aſide a future exiſt- 
ence, the morality expected from us, could 
not 


* Luke vi. 32. 
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not extend beyond the circle of agreeable 
and profitable virtues. We would want 
ſufficient encouragement, to endure trials 
for righteouſneſs ſake ; we would want the 
Hope of rewards, to make us chuſe rather to 
ſuffer aMiction with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleaſures of fn for a ſea- 
ſon. O happy — when I ſhall eſcape 
* from this crowd, this heap of pollution ; 
and be admitted to the divine aſſembly 

« of exalted ſpirits!” Did a heathen peak 
in fo elevated a manner of that day, when 
he expected to meet with the ſouls of fa- 
mous heroes and philoſophers ! And ought 
not the Chriſtian to exult with joy, at the 
ſure proſpect of that bleſſed day, when he 
ſhall meet with the patriarchs, and the pro- 


phets, and the members of the general afſem- 


72 of the church of the firſt born, and with 

TFefus the Mediator of the new covenant, and with 
— the e. of all ! How groundlefs then 
are thele prejudices, which ſome are too 
apt to take up againft religion, as if it ex- 
hibited to view a gloomy ſcheme of things, 
grievous to the feelings of humanity, and 


inconſiſtent with the true enjoyment of 


life! Such ſentiments are apt to prevail, in 
the hours of mirth and feſtivity, when the 

ons are warm and impetuous. But is 
this the juſt eſtimate of things? The plea- 
ſures of tenſe ſoon evaporate, like the crack- 
ling of thorns under a pot. The moſt opulent 
.and honourable ſtation, carries along with 
it many temptations and ſnares , hid from 


public 


15 

public view. And, however ardent our 
thirſt for riches and honours may be, true 
happineſs conſiſteth not in property and 
poſſeſſions, nor in the diſtinctions of life. 
But the conſciouſneſs of integrity, produces 
a tranquillity of mind, to which the vicious, 
however ſucceſsful, are totally ſtrangers. 
How noble and magnanimous is the ſpirit of 
forgiveneſs ! How commendable and bene- 
ficial are piety, benevolence, temperance, and 
moderation! How amiable and excellent 
are patience and perſeverance in well-doing ! 
And, though it is not to be defired, that the 
contemplation of the decency and dignity of 
true virtue, and the proſpect of its temporal 
and eternal rewards, ſhould raiſe in us ſuch 
perceptions of animal fervour, ſuch feel- 
ings and meltings of the heart as paſs away 
like the morning cloud and the early dew; yet 
they ought never to terminate in the cold- 
neſs of philoſophy. ' Chriſtianity places 

godlineſs in the moſt engaging light, and aſ- 
ſures us that it ig profitable unto all things, to 
animate us to the ſteady love and practice of 
it. A regard to religion and virtue, has a na- 
tural tendency to bring along with it, many 
temporal advantages, by the fixed laws of 
a wiſe and righteous Governor. Had good- 
neſs however been always immediately and 
amply rewarded, this life could not be a 
ſtate of trial and education, to prepare us 
for another. Every preſent diſpenſation of 
providence, points forward to a future exiſt- 
ence, wherein ſeeming irregularities ſhall be 
| finally 
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finally adjuſted. And, whenever the near 
approach of futurity diſſolves the ſpell of 
outward objects; whenever the view of 
paſſing through the valley of the ſhadow of death, 
excites our hopes and alarms our fears, then 
virtue ſhall be found univerſally, to be 
the only ſubſtantial good. Though all 
things around us be wrapped up in clouds 
and thick darkneſs, yet they who have en- 
deavoured fincerely to do their duty, enjoy 
peace with God, peace of conſcience, that 
peace which paſſeth all underſtanding. Un- 
appalled by the appearance of the king of 
terrors, they fear no evil, but commit their 
cauſe with ſecure and triumphant hope, to 
him that judgeth righteouſly. The ſouls of be- 
lievers at death are made perfect in holineſs, 
and immediately paſs into glory. And at 
the reſurrection, their ſouls improved in every 
thing good and great, ſhall be united to their 
bodies, exempted from all imperfection, diſ- 
eaſe, and corruption. Reſtored again to the 
whole man, they ſhall be openly acknow- 
ledged and acquitted by a viſible Judge, 
ſmiling on them, with the gracious kindneſs 
of his mild and ſtately aſpect. The oys 
reſerved for the righteous, far ſurpaſs every 
thing, which we can either deſcribe or con- 
ceive. And dreadful miſery ſhall be the 
portion of the wicked. The Judge frown- 
ing upon them, with a juſt diſdain, ſhall pro- 
nounce a ſentence, at the thought of which, 
the moſt abandoned may ſhudder and re- 
coil. Ought not theſe conſiderations to re- 
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concile us unto every difficulty, that may 


obſtruct the performance of duty? Ought 


they not to make us to deny ourſelves, to 
ale up our crofs and follow Chriſt, and to la- 
bour in doing the whole ill of God? It 
cannot ſuffice, that a Chriſtan is not debauch- 
ed and profligate in his converſation ; that 
he is a man of honour and juſtice ; that he 
ſcorns to do any baſe or infamous action; 
and that he does to others, as he would that 
they ſbould do to himſelf, He muſt pray like- 
wiſe to his Father, who ſceth in ſecret. And, 
when he attends public worſhip, he is not 
actuated, ſo much by a deference to the 
opinions of his countrymen, or from the 
principle of curioſity, as from an unfeigned 
defire of promoting the ends of true devo- 
tion. He has his heart alive to the means 
whereby communion between God and man 
1s maintained. The connection betwixt 
the practice of true virtue, and a regard to 
God himſelf, is inſeparable. Whatſcever ye 
do, do it heartily as unto the Lord, and not 
umto men . We are indeed naturally back- 
ward to that which is good, and prone to 
that which is evil. But is not the grace 6 
Ged in Chrift Feſus ſufficient for us? And, 
what ſhould then hinder from working out 
our /alvation, when God 1s ready and able, 
to work in us both to will and to do? Let 
us take heed then, that we keep the word 
of his patience, and he will alſo keep us from 
the hour F temptation. To him that = 
| = ſays 
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ſays Jeſus, will I give to eat of the tree of life, 
which is in the midſt of the paradiſe of God. If 
therefore we ſuſtain the loſs of worldly ad- 
vantages in conſequence of our Chriſtian 
profeſſion, the Goſpel-revelation promiſes to 
us a compenſation, not only great and ex- 
cellent, but ſtable and ſecure. The pro- 
ſpect of this compenſation, is the ſureſt an- 
tidote againſt vicious habits and their con- 
ſequent evils 3 the beſt reſource under the 
misfortunes and calamities of life; and 
the firmeſt baſis, on which a dependent 
creature can reſt, during the ſtorm that beats 
upon him. While others then ſay, Who will 
fſhew us any good? let every well-diſpoſed 
perſon ſay with the Pſalmiſt; 7 intreated thy 
favour with my whole heart; Lord lift upon 
me the 5 of thy countenance; create a clean 
heart, and renew a right ſpirit within me. 
While others are concerned about many things ; 
while the cares of this world, and the deceit- 
fulneſs of riches, choke the word, and they 
become wnfruitful; let them who have leiſure 
and inclination to read this diſcourſe, be 
perſuaded to concern themſelves about the 
one thing needful, the better part which /hall 
not be taken from them. , 
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